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Raymond John Ball
Raymond John Ball is one of the most influential contemporary accounting scholars, having 
held professorial positions in Australia at UNSW and Queensland, and in the United States at 
Rochester and Chicago. With a first-class honours degree and the University Medal from 
UNSW, Ray moved to the University of Chicago where he earned an MBA and PhD. He is 
currently Sidney Davidson Distinguished Service Professor of Accounting at Chicago Booth. In 
1968 Ray Ball co-authored the seminal paper ‘An Empirical Evaluation of Accounting Income 
Numbers’ that revolutionised financial accounting research. Drawing on the developing 
financial economics literature and linking accounting information and share prices in a novel 
manner, the paper provided the foundation for modern capital markets-based research. As 
the inaugural recipient of the American Accounting Association’s Seminal Contributions to 
the Accounting Literature Award in 1986 it was observed that ‘no other paper … has played 
so important a role in the development of accounting research during the past thirty years’. 
It remains the most highly cited accounting research paper. Ray Ball’s continuing 
contribution to accounting scholarship and practice over 50 years has been immense. Over 
the period he has publishing leading-edge research in the elite accounting and finance 
journals on topics including the first academic acknowledgement of systematic anomalies in 
the theory of efficient markets, the role and measurement of conservatism in accounting, 
the significance of accounting and auditing within the theory of the firm, and the role of 
accounting information in the macro-economy. Ray has served over many years as editor of 
leading journals, notably the Journal of Accounting and Economics (1986-2000) and the 
Journal of Accounting Research (2000-2015). He was also a founding editor, in 1976, of the 
Australian Journal of Management and remains on the Editorial Board to this day. Ray has 
supervised and advised a multitude of doctoral students, many of whom have gone on to 
produce widely cited and influential research. Ray Ball has also had a major influence on 
accounting education in Australia, having been Professor of Accounting at the University of 
Queensland (1972-1976), and foundation professor at the Australian Graduate School of 
Management (UNSW) (1976-1986), where he was instrumental in the development of the 
first US-style PhD program in Accounting and Finance in Australia. During his time at 
Queensland and UNSW he was instrumental in developing rigorous empirical research in 
Australian capital markets, addressing issues such as the risk/return trade-off, dividend 
policy and taxation mechanisms. Ray Ball has been widely recognized as an outstanding 
educator, having received the American Accounting Association’s 2003 Outstanding 
Accounting Educator Award. He is a Fellow of CPA Australia, has served on the Financial 
Accounting Standards Board’s Financial Accounting Standards Advisory Council, and was the 
eighth recipient of Honorary Membership of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales. In 2009, Ray Ball was inducted into the US Accounting Hall of Fame.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame honours Raymond John Ball as an eminent 
accounting researcher and thinker.
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Philip Brown and Ray Ball
Co-authors of seminal 1968 Ball and Brown paper
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Wai Fong Chua
Following undergraduate and doctoral studies at the University of Sheffield, Wai Fong Chua has 
built an international reputation as an innovative and prolific accounting researcher. Focussing 
on understanding how accounting operates as a ‘socio-technical’ technology she has conducted 
studies on accounting issues from the management of strategic supply chains in the private 
sector, to the use of public-private-partnerships for infrastructure development and the 
implementation of DRG costing in Australian hospitals. Her work demonstrates how accounting 
changes social routines and patterns of meaning in organisations. Wai Fong has published 
consistently in top journals and continues to attract significant competitive grant funding. She is 
an editor of Accounting, Organizations and Society and has sat on editorial boards of The 
Accounting Review and Contemporary Research in Accounting. Wai Fong Chua has taught in a 
variety of undergraduate and postgraduate programs and a range of executive education 
programs. She co-wrote an innovative management accounting textbook titled, Managerial 
Accounting, Method and Meaning, that reflected the notion of management accounting as a 
‘socio- technical’ discipline.  In 1994 Wai Fong Chua was promoted by the University of New 
South Wales (UNSW) as the first female professor in accounting in Australia.  In 1998 she started 
a niche management accounting conference that drew high-profile scholars from the US and 
Europe. This conference has since expanded to become the Global Management Accounting 
Symposium (GMARS) with Copenhagen Business School and Michigan State University as 
partner institutions. As Head of the School of Accounting at UNSW from 2001 to 2006 she 
managed growth in student numbers and retained the school’s ranking as one of the top schools 
in Australia. As Senior Associate Dean of the Faculty of Commerce and Economics from 2006 to 
2010 she was responsible for the operational management of nine Schools including the merger 
between the Faculty and the Australian Graduate School of Management.  As Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (Enterprise Systems) from 2010 to 2012 and Pro-Vice Chancellor (Students) in 2012 
she oversaw the implementation of a student enterprise system, improvements to the student 
experience and an increase in the admission of disadvantaged students from remote and 
regional Australia.  Wai Fong moved to the University of Sydney in 2016 where as Deputy Head 
(Research) she redesigned the honours program, reinvigorated the visitor program and a 
introduced a new conference series called Accounting as a Social and Organizational Practice.  
Wai Fong served on the Council of Pymble Ladies’ College for 10 years and worked on the 
Finance and Scholarships Committee.  Wai Fong Chua was elected to the Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia in 2008, awarded Membership of the Order of Australia in January 2009 
and an honorary doctorate from the University of Jyvaskyla, Finland in 2009. She also received a 
Notable Contribution to the Accounting and Finance Research Literature Award from the 
Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand in 2009.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame honours Wai Fong Chua as a scholar and administrator 
of the highest order. 
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Anne Lillis reads the citation for Wai Fong Chua
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Wai Fong Chua accepts her award

Speaker Graeme Dean presents the award to 
Wai Fong Chua
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Eddie Chua and Wai Fong Chua

Eddie Chua, Wai Fong Chua, Kathleen Broadfoot, 
Stevie Broadfoot
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Graham Peirson
Graham Peirson was a scholar at Monash University from the mid-1960s until retirement in 2002 
and held visiting appointments at the University of California, Berkeley; the University of Illinois; the 
University of Florida; and the University of Washington. During much of the last 20 years of his time 
at Monash Graham provided strong leadership as Head of the then Department of Accounting and 
Finance and as the Director of the Centre for Research in Accounting and Finance. He supervised 
and/or mentored numerous academic leaders and members of the current professoriate in Australia 
and overseas. Whilst Graham published numerous papers in top international journals, including a 
sole authored paper in The Accounting Review, a particular feature of his scholarship was his 
editorial work and the numerous papers published in more applied journals that made cutting edge 
thought leadership accessible to practitioners. He co-authored five textbooks and two of these, 
Issues in Financial Accounting and Business Finance are in their sixteenth and twelfth editions, 
respectively. Through this writing, Graham has translated and communicated knowledge and 
influenced thousands of students over the years. He also made a sustained contribution to CPA 
Australia and the profession as President of the Victorian Division during a 10-year tenure on the 
Victorian Divisional Council. He was also Chair of the Victorian Recruitment Committee and the 
inaugural Chair of the CPA Australia External Reporting Centre of Excellence. Arguably, Graham’s 
most significant service was his outstanding contribution to accounting standard setting and 
regulation through scholarship and membership of the Public Sector Accounting Standards Board 
and the Australian Accounting Standards Board. Graham was one of those rare individuals who 
could make a major contribution to a standard setting discussion on any topic and in respect of any 
sector. A key contribution during this period, both through writing and direct influence, was his 
drive to ensure that all exposure drafts and standards were consistent with and underpinned by the 
Australian Conceptual Framework and that measurement and recognition criteria were applied, to 
the fullest extent practical, in all standards. Graham’s period of service on the Public Sector 
Accounting Standards Board included the introduction of accrual accounting into the public sector. 
In 1990 he produced a report on accounting standards setting in Australia that set the institutional 
framework for many years. In recognition of his sustained contributions, Graham was awarded CPA 
Australia’s Victorian President’s Award in 1999 for outstanding and enduring contribution to CPA 
Australia and the accounting profession. In the same year he also received the inaugural Accounting 
and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Accounting & Finance Practice. In 2004, Graham received a CPA Lifetime Achievement Award for 48 
years of outstanding service to CPA Australia and the profession. On his retirement from Monash, 
Graham Peirson was recognised with the award of the title emeritus professor.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame honours Graham Peirson as a scholar, office holder and 
distinguished standard setter.
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Paul Mather (nominator) reads the citation for Graham Peirson
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Christine Peirson accepting the 
award on behalf of her husband

Speaker Graeme Dean presenting the award
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Nominator Paul Mather and 
Christine Peirson

Christine Peirson and 
sister Carolyn Rudolph
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Christine Peirson, Lisa Jones, and Carolyn Rudolph
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Keynote Speaker Graeme Dean 
delivering the first Colin Ferguson 

Oration

Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) 
Richard James opening the evening



Inductees or representative and 
Head of Accounting Department

L-R Christine Peirson, Ray Ball, 
Matt Pinnuck, Wai Fong Chua

Inductees, CAIP Directors, Deputy Vice 
Chancellor (Academic) and Keynote 
Speaker

L-R Kevin Stevenson, Christine Peirson, 
Stewart Leech, Ray Ball, Brad Potter, 
Wai Fong Chua, Richard James, Graeme 
Dean
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Directors of the Centre for 
Accounting and Industry 
Partnerships
L-R Stewart Leech, Brad 
Potter, Kevin Stevenson

Major Sponsors CPA 
Australia and Chartered 

Accountants Australia and 
New Zealand, CAIP 

Directors, and the 2019 
inductees or representative
L-R Stewart Leech, Andrew 

Quinlan (CAANZ), Piotr 
Jakubicki (CPA), Christine 
Peirson, Brad Potter, Ray 

Ball, Peter Rupp (CAANZ), 
Wai Fong Chua, Simon Hann 

(CAANZ), Kevin Stevenson 
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CAIP Director, Brad Potter

Australian 
Accounting Hall 
of Fame Director, 
Phill Cobbin

Head of the 
Department of 
Accounting, 
Matt Pinnuck
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The Centre for Accounting and Industry Partnerships in The Department of Accounting, 
The University of Melbourne thank our sponsors for their generous support 

2019


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30

