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Thank you 
From the Deans

We are delighted to welcome our guests to the fourteenth annual 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics Dinner, and we are 
honoured to once again host the Alumni of Distinction Awards for 2024. 

We recognise the support and generosity of table sponsors and donors 
over the past 14 years, as well as the invaluable contributions by our 
many volunteers. The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics 
supports the best and brightest students to access a University of 
Melbourne education. Your support enables our students to become 
leaders in their chosen professions and the community through the 
scholarships program. 

We acknowledge with gratitude Christian Bennett and Alison Conn for 
their service as Co-Chairs of the 2024 Melbourne Foundation for Business 
and Economics Dinner Committee. We extend that gratitude to the other 
members of the Dinner Committee, Dr Peter Yates AM and Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne Sally Capp AO, and to the Chair of the Melbourne Foundation 
for Business and Economics, Tony Burgess. The University greatly values 
the expertise and contributions of our many volunteers, without which 
events like this would simply not be possible. 

2024 is a momentous year as it marks 100 years since the establishment 
of the Faculty. Our centenary festivities will commence in October, and we 
hope you will join us and share your stories as we celebrate generations of 
remarkable staff and alumni.

Professor Paul Kofman  
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce 

Professor Jenny George  
Dean, Melbourne Business School  
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics
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Welcome to

The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics was 
established by the Faculty of Business and Economics in partnership 
with its Advisory Board, and was launched with an inaugural dinner in 
Wilson Hall at the University of Melbourne on 15 March 2011.

The Foundation’s purpose is to support the Faculty in its ambition to 
cement Melbourne as a global hub for business and economics education 
and research, and to strengthen our international standing and reputation 
for excellence.

Over the past 14 years, the Foundation has given bright minds a brilliant 
future by building a multimillion-dollar scholarship and bursary 
endowment for disadvantaged students.

As a result of the generous support of the Foundation, many deserving 
students have obtained the best possible education notwithstanding their 
circumstances.

We are delighted you are here at our Annual Dinner tonight in support of 
the Foundation. The need for the Foundation today is greater than ever, 
as the post pandemic cost of living challenges reinforce the barriers to 
disadvantaged students.

Tonight, the special focus of the Dinner is to raise funds to provide 
scholarships to students with a disability to enable them the 
transformational opportunity afforded by a BCom. We are delighted to be 
partnering with The Dylan Alcott Foundation in this endeavour.

We invite you to speak to Advancement staff here this evening to discuss 
how you can best support the Faculty and the Foundation in this 
important initiative.

Tony Burgess 
Chair, Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Christian Bennett and Alison Conn 
Co-Chairs, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

2024 Annual Dinner
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Exhibition viewing 
NGV Triennial 2023
Pre-dinner drinks and canapés 

Welcome address and 
Acknowledgment of Country
Christian Bennett
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Entrée
Miso & honey lamb, burnt carrot hummus, cucumber pearls,  
roasted cauliflower

Vegetarian/dietary
Heirloom tomatoes, grilled peaches, kalamata olive crumb,  
picked shallot rings, gochujang dressing (VG)

Faculty update
Professor Paul Kofman
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce 

Student address 
Sofia Ahmed
Bachelor of Commerce

Main course (Alternatively served)
Pan-seared barramundi, miso eggplant, caponata, zucchini ribbons

Free range chicken, king brown mushroom, choi sum, coconut cream

Vegetarian/dietary
Pumpkin gnocchi, roasted squash, asparagus, sage burnt butter (V)

Program
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Alumni of Distinction Awards

Alumni of Distinction Awards recipient address 
Anthony Shepherd AO
Bachelor of Commerce 1969 
Outstanding Achievement Award

Introduction of keynote speaker
Professor Paul Kofman
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce 

Keynote speaker
Dylan Alcott AO 
Founder 
Dylan Alcott Foundation

Interviewed by

The Right Honorable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp AO

Closing address
Alison Conn
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Shared Dessert
Strawberry and Moscato ganache tart (V)

Chocolate custard tart, raspberry (VG) (LG)

Blueberry aquafaba meringue, coconut cream (VG) (LG)

Served with freshly brewed Coffee and T2 Teas

Thank you to Treasury Wine Estates for generously donating the wine. 
(VG) Vegan | (V) Vegetarian | (LG) Low Gluten 
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Tonight’s student 
speaker

Sofia Ahmed
Bachelor of Commerce
Growing up in India, I developed a connection to the region that runs 
deeper than just a cultural identity. I recognise the privilege I have being 
able to study in Australia and feel a strong responsibility to use my 
education to improve the well-being of people in Asia. It has become 
my mission to take on every opportunity I can while at the University of 
Melbourne to fulfil this dream. 

The Global Management Consulting subject offered a transformational 
chance to work in Kuala Lumpur as a consultant and meet people who 
share my aspirations. The John D. and Dagnija Balmford Travel Grant 
made it possible for me to seize this opportunity without the burden of 
travel costs and I was able to fully immerse myself in the program. 

I met truly inspiring individuals in Malaysia who made rewarding careers 
by helping and uplifting people. It has left a lasting impression on me, and 
I hope to steer my future down a similar path.

I offer my time to university clubs and external organisations that focus on 
social impact and I am currently looking at how I can broaden my impact 
as I approach the culmination of my degree. Looking beyond, I aspire to 
empower people in Asia through education and eventually form my own 
microfinance initiative. I am truly grateful for the opportunities I have 
been afforded and I hope to become a tide that lifts all boats. 
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The Impact of 
Your Support 

The Faculty of Business and Economics seeks to 
address the major questions of our time, while 
educating our students to become leaders of the future.

Through the Melbourne Foundation for Business 
and Economics, philanthropy can help scholarship 
recipients to fulfil their potential, and researchers 
to address some of the major social, economic and 
environmental challenges of our time.

Funds raised through table sales and donations this 
evening will go directly to scholarships, student support 
and research.
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Scholarships

Dylan Alcott Foundation Scholarship
In 2024, the Faculty of Business and Economics is delighted to partner 
with the Dylan Alcott Foundation to create two new scholarships for 
Bachelor of Commerce students experiencing a disability or impairment. 
Each student will receive $60,000 over the course of their degree, making 
this one of the most generous scholarships available.

The Faculty is grateful to the Dylan Alcott Foundation for supporting and 
encouraging the next generation of students to achieve their potential.

Giving has so many benefits, for donors as well as recipients. 

Stories of scholarship recipients on the following pages are just 
some examples of the best and brightest scholars the Faculty of 
Business and Economics has to offer. Advancement staff are on 
hand to answer any questions you may have about supporting 
future leaders from all backgrounds through scholarships.

This year the Faculty is seeking more opportunities to support 
students experiencing disability, so that they may succeed in  
their studies.
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Josephine Ung
Bachelor of Commerce 
The Guy Langford First in the Family Scholarship

As the eldest child of immigrant parents, I was under tremendous 
pressure being the first person in the family to attend university. The Guy 
Langford First in the Family Scholarship has greatly alleviated this burden 
by providing the support I need to excel in my university life. I didn’t 
have much of a support network or a background of affluence, but the 
community I have gained through the Abernethy Scholars Program has 
provided me with plenty of mentors and alumni to help guide me and 
ameliorate my fears.

This scholarship has also offered an abundance of enriching 
opportunities such as living at a residential college. By being exposed to a 
vibrant culture and likeminded individuals, I have grown and flourished. 
I have been able to participate in intercollegiate sport competitions and 
have been voted onto the college executive team as treasurer. 

I have forged lifelong friends, memories, and a home at my college – all of 
which would not have been possible without the aid of my scholarship. 
I’ve had the opportunity to represent the university in global competitions 
and was one of four students selected to compete in the 2024 Marshall 
International Case Competition. This involved flying to Los Angeles 
expense-free to compete on behalf of the university in a consulting case 
competition against 20 of the top business schools in the world. Competing 
on such a scale is a privilege that has elevated my university experience by 
getting to travel internationally for free and making everlasting bonds with 
the brightest students around the world. These experiences have aided in 
my current work; securing a private equity internship at the end of my first 
year and gaining a wealth of knowledge to advance me professionally. 

All of this would not have been possible without my scholarship for which 
I am incredibly grateful.
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Tony Shentu
Bachelor of Commerce 
First in the Family Scholarship The University of Melbourne is a dynamic place where dreams are 

nurtured and the First in Family Scholarship has empowered me to turn 
my aspirations into reality. 

As a proud scholarship recipient, I was provided with unique and 
enriching opportunities, such as the 2023 Future Leader’s Forum. This 
flagship event shed light on the concept of sustainable leadership and 
constructed a platform that allowed me to engage with influential 
industry leaders. Events like this are invaluable to my growth as a learner 
and it served to tie the concepts I have been taught in lectures with the 
real world. 

On a personal level, I felt recognised by the scholarship program and the 
invitations to various events have constantly reminded me that my voice 
is valued. Further, the financial support from the scholarship program has 
also prompted me to continue my studies over the summer. 

Just like the words ‘Find, Belong and Experience’ from the Faculty 
of Business and Economics, I believe the scholarship program truly 
embodies these fundamentals. In 2024, I seek to uncover more 
possibilities and strive for academic excellence across my subjects. As a 
second-year student, I am thrilled by the stories and the people that await 
me in my future. 

I would like to share my deepest appreciation for being one of the First 
in Family Scholarship recipients and the donors’ unwavering support for 
Bachelor of Commerce students.
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Yentl Liu 
Master of Management 
Melbourne Graduate Scholarship

Disability manifests in many forms and it is not confined solely to physical 
and visible impairments as commonly perceived. I have always had poor 
eye health due to genetics and have worn corrective lenses resembling 
the bottom of a glass bottle since childhood. This has meant that 
university has been a struggle for me with the shift to online education 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Although screen time increases were 
inevitable, my scholarship has enabled me to purchase flick-free monitors 
with blue light filters. These adjustments have markedly alleviated eye 
fatigue, putting me on par with my peers in academic pursuits.

My journey with the University of Melbourne has been remarkable and 
enriching, buoyed by the unwavering support of the Student Equity 
and Disability Services (SEDS) during exam periods. The facilitators of 
this program have been extremely helpful and have helped to organise 
external screens and laptops that allowed me to attend exams on 
campus. Undoubtedly, their assistance has been pivotal in fostering the 
academic success I’ve attained throughout my postgraduate studies.
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Tanja Bogdanovic
Bachelor of Commerce 
First in the Family Scholarship

The importance of independence was instilled in me from a very young 
age as the eldest child in a first-generation immigrant family. My parents 
came from war-torn former Yugoslavia to Australia and embarked on 
a journey to establish a new life in a foreign country. Witnessing their 
hardship has motivated me to strive for excellence and fulfil my dreams. 
Every achievement I make is a testament to the enduring spirit of my 
family and an expression of gratitude for all the opportunities they’ve 
worked tirelessly to provide. 

While this scholarship has proven to be a lifeline that has alleviated the 
financial burden of my studies, its impact extends far beyond this. The 
opportunities it has and continues to provide have been instrumental in 
enriching my university experience. The Abernethy Program, in particular, 
has allowed me to engage with mentors and connect with individuals 
who share similar backstories. These moments will forever make me feel 
acknowledged and valued within the university experience. 

Now in my second year of university, I am eager to continue to further 
immerse myself in the endless possibilities that the Abernethy community 
provides. With my focus on majoring in Finance and Management, this 
upcoming year of study holds great promise, and I am excited to uncover 
the pathways this degree will open for me. 

I take immense pride in being a recipient of the First in Family Scholarship 
and am eternally grateful for the doors it has opened. Recognising the 
transformative impact this scholarship has had on my journey, it is my 
aspiration to one day be able to give back all the incredible opportunities 
that I was fortunate enough to receive.
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100 Years of Global Impact

The University of Melbourne’s Faculty of Business and Economics is 
celebrating its centenary. While economics was taught for some years, 
the Faculty was formally established in late 1924 with the Bachelor 
of Commerce degree enrolling its first students the following year. To 
reflect this timeline, our centenary events will begin in October and roll 
into next year.

After 100 years of educating the best and brightest, we have much to 
celebrate and reflect on, including highlighting trailblazing alumni and 
major research findings. We hope you will share your stories with us as we 
collate and publish 100 stories on various aspects of our history. 

Since the initial intake of predominantly part-time students in 1925, our 
student population has grown tremendously, becoming more diverse and 
representative of a changing global education landscape.

We are delighted to announce a special scholarship package, established 
with a gift from the Sidney Myer University Trust to celebrate the 
centenary. These scholarships have been awarded to more than two 
dozen students commencing their studies in 2024. Recipients included 
students experiencing financial disadvantage, high-achieving students 
who identify as women (cis-gender or transgender) or non-binary, 
students seeking asylum in Australia, and Australian humanitarian visa 
holders. 

The Sidney Myer Centennial Scholars have been awarded 100% fee 
remission for the three years of their undergraduate degree beginning 
in 2024. Recipients will not pay any tuition fees throughout the duration 
of their degree and several of the scholarships also provided scholars 
with a generous living allowance. The approximate value of the domestic 
scholarships is up to $163,000, and the international award is valued at up 
to $274,000.
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Keynote speaker

Bachelor of Commerce alumnus 
and celebrated athlete, author, 
and disability advocate, Mr Dylan 
Alcott AO will join us at this  
year’s dinner.

Mr Alcott is one of the country’s 
most successful and well-
recognised Paralympians with 
four gold medals in wheelchair 
tennis and wheelchair basketball, 
23 Grand Slam titles, former 
Australian of the Year, and an 
Officer of the Order of Australia. 

Mr Alcott graduated from the University of Melbourne in 2016 with a 
Bachelor of Commerce, the same year as his double gold medal win at 
the Rio Paralympics.

The Dylan Alcott Foundation was created in 2017 to help young 
Australians with a disability achieve their goals in the workplace, on the 
sporting field or at university. 

He was awarded the University of Melbourne’s Rising Star for Young 
Alumni Award in 2020 in recognition of his outstanding community 
service, sporting achievement and leadership.

In 2021, he became the only male in any form of tennis to win the 
‘Golden Slam’ in the same calendar year, winning the Australian, French, 
Wimbledon and US Open Championships, together with his gold medal 
from the Tokyo Paralympic Games. 

Following his retirement from professional tennis in 2022, Mr Alcott 
has continued his advocacy work, including speaking at the Royal 
Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with 
Disability, and releasing a disability-led plan for the NDIS.

He is a key driver behind the federal government’s disability employment 
scheme JobAccess, founded Get Skilled Access, a consulting organisation 
specialising in disability and access, and launched a fully accessible and 
inclusive music festival in Melbourne.
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2023
Jennifer Nason
Global Chairman, Investment Banking 
J.P. Morgan

2022
Paul Perreault
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director 
CSL Limited 

2021 
Panel discussion
Ross McEwan CBE
Group Chief Executive Officer and  
Managing Director, National Australia Bank

Professor Sharon Lewin AO
Infectious Diseases Expert and Director,  
Doherty Institute

Moderated by 
The Right Honourable the  
Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp

2020
Shemara Wikramanayake
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer,  
Macquarie Group Limited

2019
Professor Duncan Maskell
Vice-Chancellor,  
University of Melbourne

2018
Sir Michael Hintze AM GCSG
Founder, Chief Executive and  
Senior Investment Officer, CQS

2017
Jayne Hrdlicka
Group Chief Executive Officer,  
Jetstar Airways Pty Limited

2016
John Fraser
Secretary to the Treasury

2015
James Gorman AO
Chairman and Chief Executive,  
Morgan Stanley

2014
Sam Walsh AO
Chief Executive, Rio Tinto

2013
Professor Glyn Davis AC
Vice-Chancellor,  
University of Melbourne

2012
Rod Sims AO
Chairman, ACCC

2011
Simon McKeon AO
Chair, CSIRO

*Role at the time of speech

Past Keynote Speakers*
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The Faculty of Business and Economics 
Alumni of Distinction Awards

Alumni of Distinction Awards are presented annually at the 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics Dinner. 
The Faculty of Business and Economics wishes to recognise 
alumni and friends who have achieved excellence in their 
chosen professions and who have made a considerable 
contribution to the Faculty, the University and their 
communities through their endeavours. 

Alumni and friends of this Faculty reflect our legacy, with more 
than 79,000 alumni around the world and many engaged 
supporters. The Alumni of Distinction Awards program raises 
awareness of our alumni, friends and supporters and honours 
their outstanding contribution to government, business, 
education and the non-profit sector.
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Joanna Weston
Bachelor of Commerce, 2016
Rising Star Award for Young Alumni Recipient 2024
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Rising Star Award for 
Young Alumni

The Rising Star Award for Young Alumni is presented to an individual 
aged 35 and under who has demonstrated an outstanding level 
of professional achievement and community involvement since 
graduating from the University of Melbourne and/or recognition by 
colleagues and peers of outstanding leadership and impact as a global 
citizen, over a period of at least five years. 

Ms Joanna Weston is a role model, a community leader and widely 
regarded as one of the best defenders in Australian netball with over 50 
international caps. She plays for the Melbourne Vixens and the Australian 
Diamonds, making her a reigning world champion with wins at the 2023 
Netball World Cup, and the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games. 
She is a member of the Melbourne Vixen Leadership Group and a member 
of the Melbourne University Sport Board. 

Ms Weston is well-known for fighting for fairer pay agreements for her 
fellow netballers as the President of the Australian Netball Players’ 
Association. She is passionate about equality, equity and recognition for 
the fantastic achievements and sporting calibre of professional female 
athletes in Australia. 

She has used her platform to bring attention to important social, 
environmental and community issues. This includes her work as an 
Ambassador and Non-Executive Director for The United Project, a not-for-
profit, charitable foundation working towards the prevention of mental 
ill-health and suicide through early detection. 

Ms Weston joined the Victorian Institute of Sport honour roll as a winner 
of the prestigious VIS Award of Excellence in 2023. She is also a seven-time 
Constellation Cup winner, a Netball Quad Series gold medallist, Suncorp 
Super Netball premiership winner, an ANZ Championship winner, a 
two-time Melbourne Vixens Premiership player, and Melbourne Vixens 
Excellence in Sport and Life award recipient.
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Edmund Tan and  
Lim Shiew Li
Bachelor of Commerce, 2004
Entrepreneurial Leadership Award Recipients 2024
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Entrepreneurial Leadership Award

The Entrepreneurship Leadership Award is presented to those who 
have achieved significant and recognised impact in the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem over time. 

Mr Edmund Tan and Ms Lim Shiew Li are the visionaries behind the 
innovative Malaysian ice cream brand, Inside Scoop. As co-founders, the 
couple have established over 40 stores across the country over the last 
decade, carving out a niche in the local food and beverage industry and 
disrupting a market once dominated by foreign brands.

After graduating from the University of Melbourne, they worked in 
Singapore’s corporate world, Mr Tan as an investment banker and Ms Lim 
as an actuary. They combined their business acumen, entrepreneurial 
spirit, a course at Gelato University in Italy, and their desire to give back 
to their home country of Malaysia to create a successful brand with high 
customer satisfaction.

Alongside traditional crowd-pleasers, they push the boat out with 
uniquely South-East Asian flavours like cempedak (a fruit similar to 
jackfruit), durian, teh tarik (local black tea), and kopi peng (iced coffee 
with condensed milk). 

They adapt their offerings to serve and delight the community around 
them, including a halal option flavoured with chicken bakkwa (a dried 
meat traditionally eaten around Lunar New Year) and a late-night, drive-
through buffet during COVID-19 lockdown restrictions to cater to Muslim 
customers breaking their fast. Inside Scoop’s revenue grew exponentially 
during the pandemic by pivoting to focus on takeaway and online orders 
when dine-in sales were limited.

They have contributed greatly to their home country’s economy and 
community throughout the supply chain, offering their predominantly 
local employees living wages and ensuring their products are made fresh 
using ingredients from Malaysian suppliers where possible. Inside Scoop 
now has an estimated value of over AU $32 million with plans to create 
a new line of consumer packaged ice cream products to cater to the 
masses. 
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Danielle Wood
Master of Commerce, 2005 
Master of Competition and 
Consumer Law, 2015
Leadership Award Recipient 2024
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Leadership Award

The Leadership Award recognises an individual who has achieved 
significant and recognised impact in business, government or the non-
profit sector through leadership in their career to date. 

Ms Danielle Wood is the Chair of the Productivity Commission and is one 
of the most visible and highly regarded economists in Australia. She is 
a passionate advocate for women in economics through advocacy and 
example. She is the first woman to chair the Commission or any of its 
predecessors, and the first woman President of the Economic Society of 
Australia in its 99-year history. 

Prior to joining the Commission, she was CEO of the Grattan Institute and 
Head of its Budgets and Government Program. During her time at Grattan, 
Danielle also held roles as a member of the Australian Government’s 
Women’s Economic Equality Taskforce, the Parliamentary Budget Office 
Expert Advisory Committee, the Jobs and Skills Australia Consultative 
Forum, and the Australia and New Zealand School of Government 
Research Committee. 

Ms Wood has previously worked in senior roles at the ACCC and NERA 
Economic Consulting. She has published extensively on economic 
reform priorities, budgets, tax reform, women’s workforce participation, 
generational inequality, and reforming political institutions. She is also 
a passionate advocate for women in economics and was the co-founder 
and first Chair of the Women in Economics Network. She is an Honorary 
Fellow of the Economic Society of Australia and a Research Fellow of the 
Women’s Leadership Institute. She is currently an ex-officio member of 
the Australian Government’s Competition Review Expert Advisory Panel. 

Ms Wood earned her Master of Commerce (Economics) with First Class 
Honours from the University of Melbourne in 2005. She also earned 
her Master of Competition and Consumer Law from the University of 
Melbourne with First Class Honours in 2015. 
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Anthony Shepherd AO
Bachelor of Commerce, 1969
Outstanding Achievement Award Recipient 2024
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Outstanding Achievement Award

The Outstanding Achievement Award is given to an individual who 
has achieved long-term, sustained and outstanding achievement and 
leadership in business, government or the non-profit sector. 

Mr Anthony “Tony” Shepherd AO is an accomplished business leader 
and corporate figure with a distinguished career spanning more than five 
decades. He continues to play pivotal roles across various public and 
private sectors and was made an officer of the Order of Australia for his 
services to business, the arts and sport.

Mr Shepherd graduated from the University of Melbourne in 1969 with 
a Bachelor of Commerce. He began his career in the public service with 
multiple roles across within the Defence and Transport and Infrastructure 
Departments. Upon joining Transfield in 1979, he pioneered private 
infrastructure with projects such as the Sydney Harbour Tunnel, 
Melbourne City Link and East Link. 

He was the Chairman of Transfield from 2005 to 2013, steering the 
company’s significant growth and diversification. His leadership played 
a crucial role in expanding the company’s portfolio beyond construction 
services, embracing new sectors and markets. He has been a prominent 
advocate for public infrastructure development, recognising its 
importance in fostering economic growth. 

He was the inaugural Chairman of WestConnex, and oversaw the listing of 
Transurban, Transfield Services and Connect East.

Mr Shepherd’s tenure as the President of the Business Council of Australia 
was marked by efforts to foster collaboration between the business 
community and the government, emphasising the role of the private sector 
in driving national prosperity. He is a Member of the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors and a Patron of Infrastructure Partnerships Australia.

He has served on numerous boards and advisory bodies, providing 
his insights to organisations across multiple sectors. He is currently the 
Chairman of the respective boards at the Sydney Entertainment Quarter, 
Infrastructure SA (inaugural), Bingo Industries, and the Sydney Bradfield 
Oration. He is the Director of Virgin Australia International, Independent Non-
Executive Director of Enviropacific and Director of NSW Racing Authority.

He has previously been appointed chair of Venues NSW, the GWS Giants, 
Sydney Cricket Ground Trust, ERG Limited, ConnectEast Group, ASTRA 
Subscriber Television, Macquarie Specialised Asset Management, and the 
Federal Coalition Government’s Audit Commission into Commonwealth 
expenditure. He has held directorships at Snowy Hydro, Menzies Research 
Centre, NSW State Transit Authority, the Australian Chamber Orchestra, 
VicTrack, and the Migration Council of Australia (inaugural).
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Table number list

AIA Australia 14

Allens 9

Ashurst 45

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited 35

BGH Capital 16

BHP 26

carsales 38

CSL Limited 24

CSL Limited 29

Downer 46

Duncan Andrews/ Bill Conn OAM 37

Dylan Alcott Foundation 31

Egon Zehnder 41

EY 2

Faculty of Business and Economics 1

Faculty of Business and Economics 3

Flagstaff Partners 25

Frais Capital 40

Gandel Group 18

Gilbert + Tobin 5

Goldman Sachs 13

Grant Samuel  7

Herbert Smith Freehills 28

J.P. Morgan 19

JANA 4

John Connolly & Partners 27
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King & Wood Mallesons  43

Lippo Group 17

Macquarie Group Limited 23

Maritana Partners 34

Melbourne Business School 33

Munro Partners 42

National Australia Bank 15

Rio Tinto 20

River Capital Pty Ltd 10

Scanlon Foundation 44

SEEK 32

Statewide Property Advocacy 30

Teneo  8

The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics  22

Transurban 11

Treasury Wine Estates 21

UBS 36

Virgin Australia 12

Westpac Group 39

Yarra Capital Management  6

The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics | 2024 Annual Dinner 33



Guestlist

AIA Australia
Table 14
Stephanie Phillips, AIA Australia
Pina Sciarrone, AIA Australia
Kent Cabrera, AIA Australia
Kristy Redfern, AIA Australia
Greg Morris, AIA Australia
Jordan Beasley, AIA Australia
Anna Livingston, AIA Australia
Emily Bridger, AIA Australia
Alison McLean, AIA Australia

Allens
Table 9
Emin Altiparmak, Allens
Mark Malinas, Allens
Jessica Choong, Allens
Richard Spurio, Allens
Dan Last, Cleanaway Waste Management Limited
Ben Ferguson, Cleanaway Waste Management Limited
Mark McLean, Morgan Stanley
Lisa Hennessy, Adore Beauty, CleanSpace Technology, Aikenhead Centre 
for Medical Discovery
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Ashurst
Table 45
Neil Pathak, Ashurst
Susannah Macknay, Ashurst
John Brewster, Ashurst
Paul Jenkins, Ashurst
Tony Osmond, Citi
Kate Carlile, Toll Group
Jeremy Wernert, Palisade Impact
Tim Slattery, Abell Slattery + Aylward

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited
Table 35
Ben Volkering, ANZ
Fiona MacDonald, ANZ
Graham Kerr, ANZ
Jane Starkins, ANZ
Katarina Magatova, ANZ
Mark Ganz, ANZ
Simon Fiocco Wood, ANZ
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Guestlist

BGH Capital
Table 16
Robin Bishop, BGH Capital
Simon Harle, BGH Capital
Stephanie Charles, BGH Capital
David Brooks, BGH Capital
Andrew Cohen, BGH Capital / ForHealth
John Paitaridis, BGH Capital / CyberCX
David Lam, BGH Capital / CyberCX
Jonathan Hutchings, BGH Capital / Hazeldenes
Dr Fleur Cattrall, BGH Capital / Virtus Health
David Jedynak, BGH Capital / ForHealth

BHP
Table 26
James Agar, BHP
Jamie Stollery, BHP
Maya Donevska, BHP Foundation
Stefanie Wilkinson, BHP
Camille Simeon, BHP
Nabila Adnan, BHP
Lisa Farrelly, BHP
Mike Scott, BHP
Caroline Cox, BHP

carsales
Table 38
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CSL Limited
Table 24
Professor Andrew Cuthbertson AO, CSL Limited
Joy Linton, CSL Limited
Ryan Hansen, CSL Limited
Loretta Croker, CSL Limited
Marie McDonald, CSL Limited
Tom Reid, CSL Limited
Dr Andrew Nash, CSL Limited

CSL Limited
Table 29
Dr Megan Clark, CSL Limited
Trent Clark
Fiona Mead, CSL Limited
Ken Lim, CSL Limited
Dr Marthe D’Ombrain, CSL Limited
Carolyn Hewson AO, CSL Limited
Alison Watkins, CSL Limited
Bernadette Murdoch, CSL Limited
Yvette Saunders, CSL Limited
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Guestlist

Downer
Table 46
Aline Frantzen, Metro Trains Melbourne
Richard Friar, CSL Limited
Vince Macolino, City of Melbourne
Di Mantell, Celsus
Jacob Bonisch, Downer
Elizabeth Curran, Downer
Paul Mahoney, Downer
Paul Axup, The University of Melbourne
Tony Shentu, Student representative

Duncan Andrews / Bill Conn OAM
Table 37
Duncan Andrews, First Exar HLDS
Jan Andrews, First Exar HLDS
Cam Andrews, First Exar HLDS
Liz Hall-Johnston, First Exar HLDS
Bill Conn OAM, Clevedon PL
Jan Armstrong-Conn OAM, Clevedon PL
Ashley Conn, Clevedon PL
Phil Brass 
Nick Brass
Yentl Liu, Student representative

Dylan Alcott Foundation
Table 31
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Egon Zehnder
Table 41
Katherine Cary, Egon Zehnder
Liz Evans, Egon Zehnder
Michael Wilson, Egon Zehnder
Gerard Connell, Egon Zehnder
David Campbell, Egon Zehnder
Ron Saxena, Egon Zehnder
Nick Steiner, Egon Zehnder
Glenice Mclellan, Egon Zehnder
Angela David, Egon Zehnder
Margot Franklin-Hensler, Egon Zehnder

EY
Table 2
David Larocca, Ernst & Young
Tim Dring, Ernst & Young
Phoebe Brown, Ernst & Young
Jo Barker, Ernst & Young
Annette Kimmitt AM, Mirrabooka Investments Ltd
Lynda Cheng, Visy / Pratt Holdings
Micaela Costello, CSL Limited Limited
Jo Avasti, Ernst & Young
Danielle Beatty, Westpac
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Guestlist

Faculty of Business and Economics
Table 1
Diana Dalton, Faculty of Business and Economics
Associate Professor Michelle Evans, Faculty of Business and Economics
Professor Flora Kuang, Faculty of Business and Economics
Associate Professor Bo Qin, Faculty of Business and Economics
Rupert Myer AO, Business and Economics Board
Annabel Myer
Professor Colin McLeod, The University of Melbourne
Nicholas Reece, City of Melbourne
Tanja Bogdanovic, Student representative

Faculty of Business and Economics
Table 3
Nick Blinco, The University of Melbourne
Julia White, The University of Melbourne
Leigh Clifford AC
Anthony Shepherd AO, 2024 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Dr Anne Kennedy
Danielle Wood, 2024 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Joanna Weston, 2024 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Trish Weston
Phyllis Vellu, Faculty of Business and Economics
Jesse Marble, Karori Capital
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Flagstaff Partners
Table 25
Kylie Bundrock, ANZ
Grant Dempsey, IFM Board Investment Committee
Christine Christian AO, State Library Victoria
James Mackenzie AO, Slater & Gordon
Katerina Kapobassis, The University of Melbourne
Charles Goode AC, Flagstaff Partners
Geoff Cohen, Flagstaff Partners
Anthony Burgess, Flagstaff Partners
Matthew Wilson, Orora
Bob Herbert, Flagstaff Partners

Frais Capital
Table 40
Dr Les Coleman, The University of Melbourne
Ingela Latter
David Whiting, Whiting Lawyers
Lisa Whiting, Whiting Lawyers
Alan Kenworthy, Kenworthy & Associates
Harry Davison Petch, Frais Capital
Gerard Satur, MST Financial
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Guestlist

Gandel Group
Table 18
Dion Werbeloff, Gandel Group
Peter Pagonis, Gandel Group
Fiona Crockett, Gandel Group
David Fontanini, Gandel Group
Robert Van Aalst, Gandel Group
Ben Margow, Gandel Group
Clive Appleton, Gandel Group
Angus McNaughton, Gandel Group
Mark Monagle, Gandel Group

Gilbert + Tobin
Table 5
Danny Gilbert AM, Gilbert + Tobin
Janet Whiting AM, Gilbert + Tobin
Craig Semple, Gilbert + Tobin
Raymond Barro, Barro Group Pty Ltd 
Tony Johnson, E&P Financial Services Group
Karen Dobson, Dow Australia and New Zealand
Carmel Mulhern, Australian Cancer Research Foundation

Goldman Sachs
Table 13 
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Grant Samuel
Table 7
Craig Chipperfield, Grant Samuel
Peter King, Grant Samuel
Pei Han, Grant Samuel
Alexandra Ioannou, Grant Samuel
Harrison Davies, Grant Samuel
Avestina Zhong, Grant Samuel
Jade Waite, Grant Samuel
Daniel Robinson, Grant Samuel
Warwick Earl, Grant Samuel

Herbert Smith Freehills
Table 28
Debra Counsel, Bluescope
Victor Ha, Quadrant
Chris Coates, Quadrant
Matt Zaba, National Australia Bank
Robert Nicholson, Port of Melbourne
Michael Ziegelaar, Herbert Smith Freehills
Sarah Benbow, Herbert Smith Freehills
Rodd Levy, Herbert Smith Freehills
Kam Jamshidi, Herbert Smith Freehills
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Guestlist

J.P. Morgan
Table 19
Delphine Cassidy, Orica
Chris Andrews, La Trobe Financial
Matthew Coghlan, Bluescope Steel Limited
Sir Rod Eddington AO, J.P. Morgan
Julian Peck, J.P. Morgan
Seth Schwartz, J.P. Morgan
Andrew Stewart, Orica
Naomi Tan, J.P. Morgan
Nathan Goonan, National Australia Bank
Josephine Ung, Student representative

JANA
Table 4
Georgie Dudley, JANA
Lauren O’Neill, JANA
Christopher Tran, Incolink
Mark Yeun, The University of Melbourne
Dan Baird, The University of Melbourne
Georgina Williams, Deakin University
William Officer, The University of Melbourne
Syd Bone, Trinity College
Andrew Elliot, Trinity College
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John Connolly & Partners
Table 27
Jane McAloon AM, EnergyAustralia, BlueScope Steel
Ben Weiss, Melbourne for Veracity Worldwide
Phil Chronican, National Australia Bank
John Lehmann, The Australian and News Prestige Network
Sherry Duhe, Newcrest Mining
John Gillam, NuFarm, CSR, Bluefit
Damon Kitney, The Australian
John Connolly, John Connolly & Partners
Julie Connolly, John Connolly & Partners

King & Wood Mallesons
Table 43
Diana Nicholson, King & Wood Mallesons
Will Heath, King & Wood Mallesons
Tatiana Rudometova, Incitec Pivot Limited
Katherine Kloeden, Alumina Limited
Ashley Spencer, Medibank
John Donaldson, National Australia Bank
Peter Stirling, King & Wood Mallesons
Nicole Birman, carsales
Clayton McCormack, Atlas Arteria
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Guestlist

Lippo Group
Table 17
Sarah Guo, Servtac Chartered Accountants
Dr K.B.Oh, Egalaxy Solutions Pty Ltd
Lynda Lu, Jaxon Property Consulting Pty Ltd
Dongshi Zhou, Fitness & Health Equipment (Australia) Pty Ltd
Merryn Wilson, Essential Service Commission VIC Ltd
Dr James Lau, Swinburne University
Adjunct Professor John Sturdy, Texila College
Dr James Tjahaja Riady, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation
Aileen Riady, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation

Macquarie Group Limited
Table 23
Henry Byrne, Transurban
Ashley Barker, IFM Investors
Kim Kerr, Orica
Charlie Elias, Coles Group
Tim Joyce, Macquarie Capital
David Mustow, Macquarie Capital
Hugh Falcon, Macquarie Capital
Jeanette Royce, Macquarie Capital
Jess Walpole, Macquarie Capital
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Maritana Partners
Table 34
Jane Allen, Maritana Partners
Katie Sumpton, Maritana Partners
Grant Dow, Maritana Partners
Vikesh Ramsunder, Sigma Healthcare
Dr Michael Stanford AM, Nexus Hospitals
Alice Williams, Pro Medicus
Gerard Dalbosco, Medibank 
Bruce Akhurst, Tabcorp

Melbourne Business School
Table 33
Steve Berridge, Melbourne Business School
Ryan O’Hare, Keypath Education
Brooke Miller, Melbourne Business School
Claire Rogers, Melbourne Business School
Matt Lambelle, WISE Employment
Leesa Miller, WISE Employment
Will Harvey, Social Purpose Centre, Melbourne Business School
Libby Ward-Christie, Social Purpose Centre, Melbourne Business School
Professor Tava Olsen, Melbourne Business School
Jaclyn Moore, Melbourne Business School

Munro Partners
Table 42
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Guestlist

National Australia Bank
Table 15
Ross McEwan CBE, National Australia Bank
David Gall, National Australia Bank
Sidney Myer AM, Myer Group
Paula Dwyer, Allianz Australia
Leah Weckert, Coles Group
Tristan Forster, Kane Constructions
Russell Telford, A.G. Coombs

Rio Tinto
Table 20
Kellie Parker, Rio Tinto
Simon McKeon AO, Rio Tinto
Melinda Buckland, Rio Tinto
Jared Osborne, Rio Tinto
Gavi Friedland, Goldman Sachs
Susie Corlett, AusIMM Education Endowment Fund
Tania Constable PSM, Minerals Council of Australia
Dr Karen McConalogue, John Monash Leadership Academy 
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River Capital Pty Ltd
Table 10
Justin Arter
Joe McShanag
Timothy Poole, Aurizon Holdings Limited
James Craig, River Capital
Barry Carp, River Capital
Amanda Coombs, River Capital
Joshua Ludski, River Capital
Lasya Kondur, Student representative

Scanlon Foundation
Table 44
Brady Scanlon, Scanlon Capital
Alex Scanlon, Scanlon Capital
Campbell Andrews, First Exar
Dr Anna Andrews, First Exar
Cam Fuller
Georgie Dahlson
Cam Bertalli
Julie Bertalli
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Guestlist

SEEK Limited
Table 32
Michael Wachtel, SEEK Limited
Paul Donnelly, Flagstaff Partners
Tim Hammon, Vicinity Centres
Fiona McGauchie, Egon Zehnder
Rachel Agnew, SEEK Limited
Kate Koch, SEEK Limited
Joseph Muraca, King & Wood Mallesons
Andrew Cronin, PwC
Sanjay Dayal, Pact Group

Statewide Property Advocacy 
Table 30
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor Sally Capp AO, City of Melbourne
Andrew Sutherland, Statewide Property Advocacy
Dr Andrew Cattermole AM RFD
Lyndsey Cattermole AM
Katie Hudson, Yarra Capital Management
John Hudson, ANZ Banking Group 

Teneo
Table 8
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The Melbourne Foundation for Business and 
Economics 
Table 22
Professor Duncan Maskell, The University of Melbourne
Professor Paul Kofman, Faculty of Business and Economics
Dr Peter Yates AM, Business and Economics Board
Professor Jenny George, Melbourne Business School
Professor Peter Gahan, Faculty of Business and Economics
Professor Nicola Phillips, The University of Melbourne
Alison Conn, Business and Economics Board
Ben Walsh, Business and Economics Board
Geoff Cumming, Karori Capital
Sofia Ahmed, Student representative

Transurban
Table 11
Craig Drummond, Transurban
Bernadette Drummond
Michelle Jablko, Transurban
Catherine Hopper, Transurban
Chris Jackson, Transurban
Tanya Trott, Transurban
Fiona Last, Transurban
George Cooper, Transurban
Gary West, Transurban
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Guestlist

Treasury Wine Estates
Table 21
Tim Ford, Treasury Wine Estates
John Mullen, Treasury Wine Estates
Stuart Boxer, Treasury Wine Estates
David Canny, Australian Hotels Association
Tim McGrath, L.E.K. Consulting
Paul Guerra, Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Nhung Mason, Accenture
Penny Stragalinos, KPMG
Neil Wilson, Victoria Racing Club
Steve Rosich, Victoria Racing Club

UBS
Table 36

Virgin Australia
Table 12
Steve Dresler, What Ability
Christian Bennett, Virgin Australia
Race Strauss, Virgin Australia
Fiona Walmsley, Virgin Australia
Zoe McKenzie MP, Australian Parliament
Alison Roberts, A4ANZ
Jennifer Hill, Boeing Australia
Tim Wallis, United Airlines
John Kunkel, United States Studies Center

Westpac Group
Table 39
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Yarra Capital Management
Table 6
Bronwen Moncrieff, Zenith
Lorraine Robinson, Lonsec
Robert Talevski, Activam Group
Brett Chatfield, Cbus Super
Tom Schubert, Drummond Capital
Ed Eason, Yarra Capital Management
Tim Toohey, Yarra Capital Management
Tony Andronaco, Yarra Capital Management
Phil Strano, Yarra Capital Management

*Information correct as at 27 February 2024
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Dr Peter Yates AM
Chair, Business and Economics Board 
Chair, AIA Australia Limited 
Chair, Australian Science Media Centre

Tony Burgess
Chairman, Flagstaff Partners  
Chair, Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics 

Christian Bennett
Chief Corporate Affairs and Sustainability Officer, Virgin Australia  
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Alison Conn
Chief Operating Officer, Vamp 
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee  
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Professor Paul Kofman
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce

Professor Jenny George
Dean, Melbourne Business School  
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics

The Hon John Brumby AO
Melbourne Enterprise Professor, Faculty of Business and Economics

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp AO
City of Melbourne 
Dinner Committee, Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Professor Peter Gahan
Deputy Dean (Acting), Faculty of Business and Economics

Gloria Goh
Director, Malaysia Deposit Insurance Corporation

Professor David Harris
Head of Department, Professor of Econometrics

The Melbourne Foundation for  
Business and Economics Board
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Ken MacKenzie 
Chairman, Melbourne Business School 
Chair, BHP Group

Rupert Myer AO
President, The Myer Foundation

Dr James Riady
Chief Executive Officer, Lippo Group of Companies 
Chairman, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation

Naomi Simson
Co-Founder, Big Red Group 
Founder, RedBalloon

Ben Walsh
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics
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Acknowledgement 
of Country

The University of Melbourne acknowledges and pays respect to 
the Traditional Owners of the lands upon which our campuses 
are situated; the Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung peoples 
(Parkville, Southbank, Werribee and Burnley campuses); 
the Yorta Yorta Nation (Shepparton and Dookie campuses); 
and the Dja Dja Wurrung people (Creswick campus). We 
recognise the unique place held by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as the original custodians of the lands and 
waterways across the Australian continent with histories of 
continuous connection dating back more than 60,000 years. 
We also acknowledge and respect our Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students, staff, Elders and collaborators, and 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who visit our 
campuses from across Australia.
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Contact us for further information

Julia White
Senior Director of Advancement 
Humanities, Arts & Social Science 
Advancement Office

+61 418 306 628 
julia.white1@unimelb.edu.au
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