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Centre for Accounting  
and Industry Partnerships
Welcome
On Wednesday 3rd March 2021, we honour some of Australia’s most distinguished accounting practitioners and 
academics who have been adjudged to have made a significant contribution to accounting, past or present.

Each of the inductees exemplify the profound wealth of accounting expertise that exists in Australia and around the world.  
These individuals have shaped, and continue to shape, the profession with their remarkable achievements inspiring 
generations of like-minded accounting practitioners and academics.

Brad Potter 
Stewart Leech 
Kevin Stevenson 
Directors, Centre for Accounting & Industry Partnerships
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The Centre for Accounting & Industry Partnerships extends its warmest appreciation and thanks to the major 
sponsors of the 2021 Australian Accounting Hall of Fame Dinner and Awards Ceremony for their support and 
assistance.

CPA Australia is Australia’s leading professional accounting body and one of the largest in the world. They have more 
than 168,000 members in over 100 countries and regions, supported by 19 offices globally. Their core services include 
education, training, technical support and advocacy. CPA Australia provides thought leadership on local, national and 
international issues affecting the accounting profession and public interest. They engage with governments, regulators 
and industries to advocate policies that stimulate sustainable economic growth and have positive business and public 
outcomes. 

CPA Australia’s members are distinguished by their degree qualifications and the additional education they undertake 
post-graduation. The skills and qualifications acquired through higher education are integral for a successful career 
grounded in accounting. We share a passion with academia for building a solid foundation of professional accounting  
skills for the leaders of today and tomorrow. This is a key reason why CPA Australia values and works in close partnership 
with The University of Melbourne.

CPA Australia advocates for the profession on campuses, and supports accounting academics in their teaching and 
research, by facilitating their connections with their colleagues, education and business stakeholders, and advocating 
for appropriate policy for members, the profession and the broader public. CPA Australia activities and events engage 
accounting academics, working with them to support students’ studies and careers, and enabling their peer networks  
and connections to future employers.

MAJOR SPONSORS
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Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand (CA ANZ) is a professional body comprised of over 128,000 diverse, 
talented and financially astute members who utilise their skills every day to make a difference for businesses the world over.

Members are known for their professional integrity, principled judgment, financial discipline and a forward-looking approach 
to business which contributes to the prosperity of our nations.

CA ANZ focuses on the education and lifelong learning of its members, and engages in advocacy and thought leadership in 
areas of public interest that impact the economy and domestic and international markets.

CA ANZ is a member of the International Federation of Accountants, and is connected globally through the 800,000-strong 
Global Accounting Alliance and Chartered Accountants Worldwide which brings together leading Institutes in Australia, 
England and Wales, Ireland, New Zealand, Scotland and South Africa to support and promote over 320,000 Chartered 
Accountants in more than 180 countries.

They also have a strategic alliance with the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants. The alliance represents 788,000 
current and next generation accounting professionals across 181 countries and is one of the largest accounting alliances in 
the world providing the full range of accounting qualifications to students and business.
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Colin Ferguson Oration

The Colin Ferguson Oration was established in 2018 to commemorate the 
instrumental role played by Colin in the creation, in 2010, of the Australian 
Accounting Hall of Fame.

Professor Colin Brian FERGUSON (1949–2014) 
Colin Ferguson built an international reputation for work encompassing auditing, 
forensic accounting, and accounting information systems. Following a short stint 
in practice with KPMG Melbourne – a service of which he was immensely proud 
– Colin’s academic career started at Deakin University followed by professorial 
appointments at the University of Queensland and the University of Melbourne.  
As a Director of the Centre for Accounting and Industry Partnerships Colin helped  
to foster and strengthen ‘town and gown’ links between the University of 
Melbourne’s Department of Accounting and Business Information Systems  
(now Department of Accounting), the profession and wider business community. 

Colin was instrumental in the creation of the Australian Accounting Hall of Fame. 

Former Colin Ferguson Orators:

2020 Alison Kitchen

2019 Graeme Dean

Former keynote speakers:

2018 Bob Officer AM

2017 Philip Brown AM

2016 Judith Downes

2015 Peter Nash

2014 Gunther Burghardt

2013 Warren McGregor

2012 Rupert Myer AM

2011 Colin Ferguson

2010 John Dewar AO
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Professor Sharon Lewin AO

The 2021 Colin Ferguson Oration is presented by Professor Sharon Lewin AO. 

Professor Lewin is a leading infectious diseases expert and the inaugural Director 
of the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity, as well as a Professor 
of Medicine at The University of Melbourne and a National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) Practitioner Fellow. 

As an infectious diseases physician and basic scientist, her laboratory focuses 
on basic, translational and clinical research aimed at finding a cure for HIV and 
understanding the interaction between HIV and the hepatitis B virus. Her laboratory 
is funded by the NHMRC, the National Institutes of Health, The Wellcome Trust, the 
American Foundation for AIDS Research and multiple commercial partnerships. 
She is also the Chief Investigator of a NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence - 
The Australian Partnership for Preparedness Research on Infectious Diseases 
Emergencies. This Centre aims to bring together Australia’s leading experts in 
clinical, laboratory and public health research to address the key components 
required for a rapid and effective emergency response to infectious diseases.  
The contemporary relevance of this brief needs no expansion.

Professor Lewin has authored over 260 publications and given over 100 major 
international invited talks on HIV cure. Her work on in vitro models of latency, 
latency reversing agents and clinical trials of cure interventions has attracted 
widespread interest in the general and scientific media, including Science, Nature, 
Nature Medicine, The Economist and The New Yorker. 

Professor Lewin was named Melburnian of the Year in 2014, and in 2015, was 
awarded the Peter Wills Medal by Research Australia. In 2019 she was appointed 
an Officer in the Order of Australia (AO) in recognition of her distinguished service 
to medical research, and to education and clinical care, in the field of infectious 
diseases, particularly HIV and AIDS.

During the current pandemic, Professor Lewin has been called upon on many 
occasions to provide informed technical scientific commentary on many aspects  
of the COVID-19 virus that has had such an effect on us all.



6 Australian Accounting Hall of Fame

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame nominations review panel is an independent committee which consists 
of some of the most influential and respected accountants from academe, accounting practice, government 
and business from around Australia.

Their task is to elect the most distinguished accounting practitioners and academics who are considered to have made a 
significant contribution to the advancement of accounting in Australia.

Nominations review panel members

NOMINATIONS REVIEW PANEL

Paul Billingham
Grant Thornton Australia

Mike Blake
Auditor-General of Tasmania

Geoffrey Burrows
The University of Melbourne

Garry Carnegie
RMIT University and CPA Australia

Elizabeth Carson
The University of New South Wales

Keryn Chalmers
Swinburne University

Wai Fong Chua AM
The University of Sydney

W. Peter Day
Alumina Ltd

Graeme Dean
The University of Sydney

Judith Downes
Bank Australia

Robyn Erskine
Brooke Bird

Andrew Ferguson
University of Technology Sydney

Jayne Godfrey
The University of Auckland

Peter Green
Queensland University of Technology

David Greenall
Former member PSASB; AuASB; UIG 
and Public Practitioner

Phil Hancock
The University of Western Australia

Stephen Harrison AO 
Global Accounting Alliance

Bryan Howieson
The University of Adelaide

Izan Izan
The University of Western Australia

Kim Langfield-Smith
Monash University

Philomena Leung
Macquarie University

Ian Mackintosh
International Integrated Reporting 
Council

Warren McGregor
Stevenson McGregor

Robyn Moroney
Monash University

Jenny Parker
Ernst & Young

Brett Rix
Ernst & Young

Ken Trotman
The University of New South Wales

Jan West AM
Australia Post



2021 Inductees

AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTING
HALL OF FAME 
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From appointment to the Australian Accounting Research Foundation’s Accounting 
Standards Board in January 1982 to his retirement as chair of the Australian Accounting 
Standards Board (AASB) in November 2008, with only minor breaks, David Boymal was 
involved in national and international standard setting bodies for over two decades. 
This service encompassed the profession’s Accounting Standards Board and Urgent 
Issues Group, the International Accounting Standards Committee (IASC) and the 
statutory AASB, culminating in his appointment as chair of the latter during 2003-2008. 
This record of memberships of key standard setting bodies probably exceeds that of 
any other Australian standard setter.

David’s contribution to international standard setting is demonstrated by his 
participation in IASC working parties which drafted (i) the Framework to the Preparation 
and Presentation of Financial Statements, and (ii) IAS 32 Financial Instruments 
Disclosure and Presentation. The former provided the conceptual framework for all 
the accounting standards then being written worldwide. The latter, the first accounting 
standard on financial instruments and derivatives, was instrumental in advancing one 
of the most complex financial reporting problems dealt with by standard setters.

Domestically, as AASB chairman, David guided the introduction of International 
Financial Reporting Standards into Australia, perhaps the most important change in 
financial reporting experienced in this country. Another major project advanced under 
his chairmanship was harmonising the macro-economic oriented Government Financial 
Statistics with GAAP-based financial reporting requirements, thus revamping financial 
reporting by Australia’s three levels of government.

Trans-Tasman collaboration on accounting standards was also progressed while he 
was chair of the AASB through joint meetings of the Australian and New Zealand (NZ) 
standard setting boards and moves towards common financial reporting requirements. 
These developments were facilitated by each national chair enjoying reciprocal 
membership of the other’s board. Earlier, during 1994-1995, he was Australia’s observer 
on NZ’s Accounting Standards Review Board when the policy of closer economic 
relations with NZ was written into Australian corporations law.

David’s reputation in standard setting also saw him invited to give presentations 
at important national and international conferences and events, culminating in his 
delivery of the 63rd CPA Australia-University of Melbourne Annual Research Lecture. 

David’s involvement in standard setting also overlapped with his 12 years as councillor 
and office bearer for CPA Australia, including terms as State (1992-93) and National 
(1998-99) presidents. While his term as national president saw the failure of the 
attempted merger with the then Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia, some 
90 per cent of CPA members voted in favour of the proposal. Service to CPA Australia 

Professor Boymal’ s term will span a very important, dynamic and challenging 
period for the AASB. As Chairman, Professor Boymal’s position will be key to 
achieving a smooth transition to the adoption by Australia of international 
accounting standards for Corporations Act reporting entities for financial 
periods commencing on or after 1 January 2005. He will also have a central role 
in the harmonisation of Government Finance Statistics and Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP) for the public sector. 

Peter Costello, Federal Treasurer, November 2003

David Garry BOYMAL AM

Citation read by

Geoffrey Burrows
Associate Professor 
University of Melbourne

Nomination prepared by

Geoffrey Burrows
Associate Professor 
University of Melbourne
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was followed by three years as Australia’s representative on 
the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC), including 
membership of IFAC’s Board of Directors. David is the only 
Australian to have served both as a director of IFAC and a 
member of IASC.

A long career in accounting was underpinned by undergraduate 
studies in Commerce at the University of Melbourne. David 
started his working life as a practitioner in 1971, initially with 
E.V. Nixon and Partners and, ultimately, via firm mergers, with 
Ernst & Young (EY). He was responsible for a number of major 
audit clients and held senior roles in the firm’s national and 
international operational and policy committees. From 1976 
to 1988 David was Office Director of the Melbourne audit 
practice and from 1982 to 1952 National Director, Auditing, 
with management responsibility for the operation of the audit 
practice throughout Australia. From 1985 to 2003 David served 
as National Director, Accounting and Auditing Standards, EY, with 
national responsibility for the technical accounting, auditing 
and risk-management policies. International roles included EY’s 
global professional practice and risk management committees, 
and membership of its global independence task force. 

Professional activities outside EY responsibilities were many 
and varied, all at senior levels. These included Independent 
Auditor of the Australian National Audit Office, under the Audit 
Act with responsibility to, and appointed by, the Australian 
Parliament (1993-98). In this role David had powers equivalent 
to the Australian Auditor-General. He was inaugural chairman of 
the Audit Committee of Australian Securities Commission (ASC) 
(1991-98) responsible for overviewing ASC’s internal audit, risk 
management, corporate governance and financial reporting, 
Technical Adviser to the Audit Committee of the Victorian State 
Superannuation Board, responsible for overseeing appointment 
of internal auditors together with risk management, internal 
controls and preparation of annual accounts (1990-99) and 
the accounting profession’s representative on the Australian 
Valuation Standards Board of the Australian Property Institute 
(1994-2002). From 1991to 2000 David was a Member of the State 
Advisory Committee of ASIC, Independent Director of Open 
Universities Australia Ltd and chair of the audit committee (2003-

12). David also chaired the Audit Committee of the Victorian 
Privacy Commission from 2002 until 2014 and from 2009 to 2012 
he was a Member of the Expert Advisory Committee advising 
various ministers responsible for climate change on the fairness 
of allocation of allowances to be given to emissions-intensive 
trade-exposed industries under the Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme. From 2009 to 2010 he was appointed by the Minister 
for Financial Services, Superannuation and Corporate Law as a 
member of the Financial Reporting Panel to arbitrate disputes 
between ASIC and corporations, from 2014 to 2019 he was a 
Member of the Audit Committee of the Victorian Inspectorate, and 
he is currently Chairman of the Audit Committee of the Australia 
& New Zealand School of Government and Chair of the Audit 
Committee of the Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor 
Regulation. David has been in these latter two roles since 2010.

David Boymal also played prominent roles in the restructuring 
of the National Mutual Life Association and BHP (in relation to 
the buyback by of the 16.4 % of its shares held by Beswick Pty 
Ltd). Following his retirement from EY, David’s knowledge of 
accounting standards saw him called on as an expert witness in 
series of major cases involving alleged professional negligence 
by accounting firms. As teacher and advisor, he also made 
important contributions to accounting education and research in 
Australia. He has made contributions to a number of universities 
including Melbourne, RMIT, Victoria and Deakin. Of particular 
note is his membership of the Editorial board of the Australian 
Accounting Review from 1911 until 2010 and appointment as 
Adjunct Professor of Accounting at RMIT University from 2000 
until 2011.

David Boymal’s service to the accounting profession has 
been recognised in a number of ways. In 2000 he received life 
membership at CPA Australia, in recognition of outstanding 
service to the accounting profession, in 2004 he received a 
Certificate of Meritorious Service for contribution to the Victorian 
Division of CPA Australia, and in 2010 he was made a Member 
in the Order of Australia (AM) for service to accountancy and 
to the development and implementation of financial reporting 
standards in Australia.

“I would like to acknowledge your outstanding leadership role in steering 
the Australian Accounting Standards Board and the accounting profession 
successfully through the critical transition period relating to Australia’s 
adoption of International Financial Reporting Standards in 2005.”

Nick Sherry, Minister for Superannuation and Corporate Law, December 2008
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William Rodney (Bill) Edge’s contribution to the discipline of accounting extends across 
a wide range of areas encompassing auditing standard setting, accounting and auditing 
regulation, firm-based initiatives enhancing professional standards and developing risk 
and quality policies, and academia. 

As a standard setter, Bill’s first appointment in 2001 was as a member of the Australian 
Auditing Standards Board (AUASB) and from 2004 he served as chair until 2006. Bill’s 
time as AUASB Chair coincided with the period when auditing standards were first 
recognised as legal instruments under the Corporations Act in 2005 and the AUASB 
become funded by the Commonwealth Government under the CLERP 9 reforms. In 
addition to his governance role, Bill was responsible for: establishing the strategic 
direction for the AUASB; leading the production of high-quality financial statement 
auditing standards and guidance, including the associated consultation processes with 
key stakeholders; thought leadership by Australia in assurance over a broader range of 
non-financial information; and contributing to international standard setting through 
submissions on proposed standards and attendance at international forums.

In 2014 Bill’s focus shifted to regulatory oversight when he was appointed chair of 
the Financial Reporting Council. As chair, Bill’s responsibilities included: providing 
strategic advice to the Minister (currently the Assistant Treasurer) on matters relevant 
to the financial reporting system; ensuring FRC meets its statutory and strategic 
responsibilities; benchmarking FRC strategy and operations with comparable 
organisations internationally; liaising with stakeholders such as the business 
community, users of financial reports, accounting professional bodies, and regulators 
within Australia; ensuring the country is adequately represented on international 
standard setting bodies and that Australia is an active contributor to international 
standards; overseeing the performance of the chairs of the Australian Accounting 
Standards Board and the and membership of the New Zealand External Reporting 
Board. As an indication of his leadership, Bill was reappointed for a second three-year 
term in 2019. Recognising the importance of supporting high quality financial reporting 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Bill established the FRC COVID-19 Working Group, 
comprising senior representatives from the standard setting and regulatory bodies.  
The role of the Working Group is to continuously monitor financial reporting and 
auditing issues and consequent regulatory and standard setting implications of 
COVID-19. This Working Group ensured appropriate guidance was issued to preparers 
and auditors of financial reports which was instrumental in facilitating informed capital 
markets in a time of extreme uncertainty. 

Bill’s professional career with PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) started in 1974 in the 
audit division as a graduate following undergraduate studies in Commerce at the 

Bill Edge is a leader in the area of standard setting for the audit profession and 
the oversight of regulation covering the accounting and auditing profession, 
first as a member and then Chair, of both the Australian Auditing and Assurance 
Standards Board and the Financial Reporting Council.

William Rodney EDGE

Citation read by

Roger Simnett AO
Scientia Professor 
University of New South Wales

Matthew Zappulla
Technical Director 
Auditing and Assurance  
Standards Board

Nomination prepared by

Roger Simnett AO
Scientia Professor 
University of New South Wales

Matthew Zappulla
Technical Director 
Auditing and Assurance  
Standards Board
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University of Melbourne. He subsequently obtained a Master of 
Business Administration from Monash University. Admitted to 
the partnership in 1996, Bill subsequently became Senior Partner 
and assumed leadership of the firm’s Professional Standards 
Group and later the Risk & Quality Group. In these latter roles he 
oversaw a range of reforms that had a major impact on how the 
firm operated. For four years before retiring as a Partner in 2014, 
Bill was PwC’s Asia Pacific Risk & Quality Leader.

Of particular note is Bill’s role in 2004 in initiating and leading the 
integration of Risk & Quality functions across all lines of service 
including assurance services, tax services, advisory (consulting) 
services and insolvency services to form a ‘OneFirm’ Risk & 
Quality Group for Australia. The establishment of the PwC Risk 
& Quality Group also saw Bill leading the implementation of 
other important processes and systems to manage quality, such 
as establishing the firm’s ethics and business conduct strategy 
(including the introduction of an Ethics and Business Conduct 
Committee and an Ethics Helpline) and overseeing CLERP9 
independence reforms across the firm. Bill also effectively 
managed relationships for PwC with regulators and other 
stakeholders such as ASIC and the PCAOB, and overseeing  
the Australian firm’s involvement in local and international 
quality reviews of other PwC network firms.

Over his time at PwC, Bill also held numerous other leadership 
roles across PwC, extending his knowledge and experience 
across all aspects of the firm’s strategy and operations. This  
not only covered the Australian firm, but also included various 
Global and Asia-Pacific leadership roles at a time when the  
firm’s growth in the Asia-Pacific region was very high. 

Between 1980 and 1989, Bill left public practice to work at 
Monash and RMIT Universities, lecturing in accounting and 
auditing subjects at both undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels. During his time in academia Bill published articles in 
academic and professional journals and provided professional 
development training for professional accounting bodies both 
in Australia and Asia. He co-authored (with Harding, Cooper and 
Adams) Readings and Case Studies in Auditing for use in auditing 

subjects in university courses. Throughout his career, Bill has 
been a strong supporter of high quality academic research 
and has acted as a valuable conduit between the profession 
and academia. Bill has also contributed to ensuring that we 
have had in Australia evidence-informed policy. For example, 
he was the researcher and co-author of A Research Study on 
Financial Reporting and Auditing – Bridging the Expectation Gap 
commissioned by the then Institute of Chartered Accountants  
in Australia and the Australian Society of CPAs in 1993. 

Bill has also held a number of roles on academic advisory 
boards for different tertiary institutions and professional 
bodies, including Chair, Deakin University School of Accounting, 
Economics & Finance Advisory Board, 2010-15 and Department 
of Accounting Advisory Board, 2015-18, member of the University 
of Melbourne Department of Accounting Advisory Board, 2006-
09, La Trobe University Department of Accounting Advisory 
Board 2006-08, CPA Australia Professional Education Board, 
2003-05, National Education & Membership Committee, CPA 
Australia, 1996-00 and the Australian Research and Innovation 
Board, 1997-98. Service to professional associations includes 
member, Victorian Council of Chartered Accountants Australia 
and New Zealand, 2009 – 2016 and Chair 2011, and Chair, 
Charities and Not-for-profit Advisory Committee (2014-16). 
He was also a member of the Audit & Assurance Centre of 
Excellence, CPA Australia, 1999-2000 and CPA Australia Auditing 
Cell, 1995-98.

In recognition of Bill’s achievement in establishing the PwC 
Australia ‘OneFirm’ Risk & Quality function, Bill was awarded the 
‘Edwin Flack - Achieve Award’ from PwC in 2016 – one of only 4 
awarded across PwC Australia biennially. He was also recognised 
externally by the Chartered Secretaries of Australia (now 
called Governance Institute of Australia) with the ‘Governance 
Professional of the Year’ award in 2007.

Bill Edge has been a great role model for staff, as well as a leading advocate 
for the profession with other stakeholders, and for the broader community.
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Stewart Andrew Leech is a highly acclaimed international scholar who has made a 
longstanding, significant contribution to the field of accounting information systems. 
These contributions have extended over some 40 years – from the time computers 
were first used to support the accounting function to the current day where information 
technology provides the essential platform for most business operations. In the early 
1980s, Stewart’s views on the likely impact of computers on the accounting function 
were prescient. He foresaw that a conception of computers as simply sophisticated 
bookkeeping machines was misplaced; instead, he realised computers were a 
disruptive force that over time would fundamentally change how accounting was done 
and the roles that accountants and users of accounting numbers would play. With a 
small group of colleagues who held similar views, he commenced to carve out a new 
field where the impact of computers on accounting was the central focus – namely,  
the accounting information systems (AIS) field.

Stewart is by far the most senior and best-known Australian scholar in the AIS field. 
Internationally, he is a well-known leader in the field. It is important to understand 
the context in which Stewart has had to undertake his research. AIS is a relatively new 
field within the accounting discipline. While it has matured considerably over the last 
10-15 years, it still lacks the extensive base of research and well-developed research 
paradigms that exist in other fields of accounting. The pioneers in the field, who 
include Stewart, have had to forge a research base and develop appropriate research 
paradigms. This task has not been easy because neither the social science research 
methods used in other fields of accounting nor the engineering research methods used 
in information technology fields transition easily into the AIS field. A hybrid of research 
methods has had to be developed.

Stewart Leech’s output in this nascent field of endeavour is extensive. He has published 
over 60 papers in research and professional journals and edited books. A number 
of his journal papers appear in the best AIS, information systems, and accounting 
journals including MIS Quarterly, Journal of Information Systems, International Journal 
of Accounting Information Systems, and Contemporary Accounting Research. Google 
Scholar shows he has over 2000 citations and that his H-index is 18. In the AIS field, one 
bibliometric study ranks Stewart at 18 in the world for citations for the period 2009-14 
(the next highest ranked Australian is at 39) (see Nuttall, Snow, Summers, and Wood 
(2018, p. 123). He has received two best-paper awards at conferences for work in this 
field. In 2005-06, he received the AAA (AI/ET Section) Outstanding Researcher Award 
“for extraordinary academic achievements and leadership research” and in 2011, he 
received the AAA AIS Section’s Notable Contribution to the Accounting Information 
Systems Literature Award.

“In the early 1980s, Stewart’s views on the likely impact of computers on the 
accounting function were prescient. He foresaw that a conception of computers 
as simply sophisticated bookkeeping machines was misplaced; instead, he 
realized computers were a disruptive force that over time would fundamentally 
change how accounting was done and the roles that accountants and users of 
accounting numbers would play.”

Ron Weber, 2020

Stewart Andrew LEECH 

Citation read by

Ron Weber
Emeritus Professor  
Monash University and  
University of Queensland

Nomination prepared by

Ron Weber
Emeritus Professor  
Monash University and  
University of Queensland



2021 Annual Dinner & Awards Ceremony 13

The pioneers in the AIS field, who include Stewart, have had to forge a 
research base and develop appropriate research paradigms. This task has 
not been easy because neither the social science research methods used 
in other fields of accounting nor the engineering research methods used in 
information technology fields transition easily into the AIS field. A hybrid  
of research methods had to be developed.

Stewart is the only Australian and only non-North American 
to have been Chair/President of both the AIS Section and the 
Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies (AI/ET) Sections  
of the American Accounting Association (AAA). Since 2014,  
he has been joint Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal  
of Accounting Information Systems, which is one of the top  
two journals in the AIS field. In 2003-04, Stewart was awarded  
the AAA (AI/ET Section) Outstanding Educator Award “for 
pioneering work and inspirational leadership in the teaching 
of artificial intelligence in accounting.” This award was then 
followed in 2005-06 by the AAA (AI/ET Section) Outstanding 
Researcher Award, which Stewart received “for extraordinary 
academic achievements and leadership in research.”

Before the advent of accounting software such as MYOB and  
Xero (and subsequently ERP systems such as SAP and Oracle), 
Stewart recognized the importance of teaching students  
how to use computer-based accounting systems. Together  
with a programmer (Peter Colvin), he developed the first 
computer-based system to teach students accounting. He also 
co-authored a textbook to support students using the system 
– The TAC System (with Colvin and Goldberg, 1984). Until student-
based versions of packages such as MYOB and SAP became 
available, TAC was used successfully by many generations of 
accounting students to learn the basic functionality provided 
by accounting software. When ERP systems started to become 
more prominent, Stewart co-authored an important book 
to assist management accountants and managers to better 
understand how these systems could be used for managerial 
accounting purposes – Management Accounting in Enterprise 
Resource Planning Systems (with Grabski and Sangster, 2009). 
Stewart’s contributions to education in accounting information 
systems have been recognized by the AAA AI/ET Section through 
his receiving the 2003-04 Outstanding Educator Award “for 
pioneering work and inspirational leadership in the teaching  
of artificial intelligence in accounting.”

Much of Stewart’s research work has been closely tied to 
practice. He was the pioneer in Australia in terms of research 
into intelligent systems in accounting and in particular into 
insolvency. He is very well known among professional services 
firms for his work in the corporate recovery/insolvency areas. 
Because of his work on intelligent systems in accounting and 

insolvency, Stewart was invited to deliver the 2001 CPA Australia 
Annual Research Lecture at the University of Tasmania. He was 
then invited to deliver the 2007 CPA Australia Annual Research 
Lecture at the University of Melbourne. 

Stewart has also provided extensive service to the academic 
institutions in which he has worked. For instance, at the 
University of Tasmania, he was Professor of Accounting (1992 
- 2000) and Head of School (1989-99), and at the University 
of Melbourne, he was the inaugural Professor of Accounting 
and Business Information Systems (2000-08) and Head of 
Department (2006-07). Stewart has provided extensive service 
to both academic and practitioner professional organisations. 
This service work has led to a number of awards. In 2011, he 
received the American Accounting Association’s Strategic and 
Emerging Technologies (SET) Section Outstanding Service 
Award for “Extraordinary Dedication and Service to the Section.” 
Among other significant roles that Stewart played on various 
committees including both State Councils of Tasmania and 
Victoria for Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand 
(CAANZ), Stewart chaired CA ANZ’s National Education Board 
(and its predecessor body) for a record period of eleven years. 
From 1979 to 1997, Stewart also provided significant service to 
CPA Australia, the business/government communities, and the 
Institute of Company Directors through initiating and delivering 
courses that were targeted at practicing accountants and 
accountants in business.

Stewart Leech has been recognised on a number of occasions as 
a leader in his field. In 2009, he was awarded Life Membership in 
the American Accounting Association “in recognition of decades 
of dedicated service” – for instance, his extensive service to the 
AIS sections of the AAA, his exemplary service as a member 
of various AAA committees, and significant contributions as 
a member of the Council of the AAA in 1998-89 and again in 
2001-02. In 2007, Stewart received the Meritorious Service Award 
from The Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia – “This 
award recognises outstanding service to the profession and in 
particular to The Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia.” 

On leaving the University of Tasmania, Stewart was honoured 
with conferral of the title Professor Emeritus for his service to  
the University.
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Past Inductees

AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTING
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AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTING
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

2020
Michael John Andrew AO

Lee David Parker

Stephen Harland Penman

Ruth Picker

2019
Wai Fong Chua AM

Graham Peirson

Roger Simnett AO

2018
Margaret Anne Abernethy AM

Raymond John Ball

Ronald Arthur Gerald Weber

2017
John Neil Bishop AO

Peter Brownell

George James Foster AM

Warren John McGregor

2016
John Angus Lancaster Gunn CBE

Michael John Sharpe AO

Ross L Watts

2015 Sir Ronald Irish OBE

Jeffrey Lucy AM

2014
Robert H Chenhall

W John Kenley

F Kenneth Wright

2013 Allan D Barton AM

Kevin M Stevenson AM

2012
Russell L Mathews AO CBE

Sir Edwin Nixon CMG

Murray C Wells AO

2011
Louis Goldberg AO

Kenneth H Spencer AM

Ken T Trotman AM

2010
Elizabeth A Alexander AO

Philip R Brown AM

Raymond J Chambers AO

Sir Alexander Fitzgerald OBE

Reginald S Gynther

Past Inductees
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2014
Robert H Chenhall

W John Kenley

F Kenneth Wright

2013 Allan D Barton AM

Kevin M Stevenson AM

2012
Russell L Mathews AO CBE

Sir Edwin Nixon CMG

Murray C Wells AO

2011
Louis Goldberg AO

Kenneth H Spencer AM

Ken T Trotman AM

2010
Elizabeth A Alexander AO

Philip R Brown AM

Raymond J Chambers AO

Sir Alexander Fitzgerald OBE

Reginald S Gynther

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Michael Andrew as a practitioner, 
senior executive and much-lauded 
servant in the cause of combating the 
black market economy.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Lee Parker as an eminent 
scholar, theorist, educator and  
office-holder of the highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Stephen Penman as an eminent 
accounting researcher and thinker.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Ruth Picker as a practitioner, 
mentor, standard setter and expert 
on International Financial Reporting 
Standards.

Michael John  
ANDREW AO

Lee David  
PARKER

Stephen Harland 
PENMAN

Ruth PICKER

2020
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Wai Fong Chua as a scholar and 
administrator of the highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Graham Peirson as a scholar, 
office holder and distinguished standard 
setter.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Roger Simnett as an audit 
researcher, educator, and audit and 
assurance standard setter of the highest 
order.

Wai Fong  
CHUA AM

Graham  
PEIRSON

Roger  
SIMNETT AO

2019
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
recognises Maggie Abernethy as a scholar, 
mentor and senior administrator of the 
highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Ron Weber as a scholar, theorist, 
educator and office-holder of the highest 
order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Raymond John Ball as an 
eminent accounting researcher and 
thinker.

Margaret Anne  
ABERNETHY AM

Ronald Arthur  
Gerald WEBER

Raymond John  
BALL

2018
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours John Bishop as a practitioner, 
standard setter and office holder.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Peter Brownell as a researcher, 
author, mentor and champion of doctoral 
programmes in accounting.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours George Foster as a widely 
recognised and hugely respected 
researcher, author, educator and advisor.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Warren McGregor as an eminent 
leader in thought and idea development 
in the production of accounting 
standards. 

John Neil  
BISHOP AO

Peter  
BROWNELL

George James  
FOSTER AM

Warren John 
MCGREGOR

2017
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours John Angus Lancaster Gunn 
as a war veteran, practitioner, office 
holder and eminent pioneering taxation 
specialist.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Michael John Sharpe as a 
practitioner, distinguished standard-setter 
and office-holder.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Ross Watts as an eminent 
accounting researcher and thinker. 

John Angus Lancaster 
GUNN CBE

Michael John  
SHARPE AO

Ross L  
WATTS

2016
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Sir Ronald Irish as a leading 
practitioner of the day, author and office 
bearer.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
recognises Jeffrey Lucy as a practitioner, 
office holder and distinguished regulator.

Sir Ronald  
IRISH OBE

Jeffrey  
LUCY AM

2015
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Robert Chenhall as an innovative 
researcher and thinker of the highest 
order. 

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
recognises John Kenley as an accounting 
standard setting pioneer acutely attuned 
to the standard setting process and 
possessed of a unique ability to interpret 
and explain complex technical matters 
associated with them.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
recognises Kenneth Wright as a theorist 
and scholar of the highest order.

Robert H  
CHENHALL

W John  
KENLEY

F Kenneth  
WRIGHT

2014
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Allan Douglas Barton as an 
educator, administrator, author and 
scholar of the highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Kevin Michael Stevenson as an 
administrator, mentor and standard-
setter.

Allan D  
BARTON AM

Kevin M  
STEVENSON AM

2013
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The Australian Accounting Hall of 
Fame honours Russell Mathews as 
a war veteran, innovator, educator, 
administrator, consultant, scholar and 
thinker of the highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Sir Edwin Nixon as a pioneer, 
practitioner, administrator, author, 
educator and leader of the accounting 
profession. 

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
recognises Murray Wells as an innovator, 
educator, administrator, scholar and 
thinker of the highest order.

Russell L  
MATHEWS AO CBE

Sir Edwin  
NIXON CMG

Murray C  
WELLS AO

2012
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The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Lou Goldberg as an educator, 
theorist, thinker and scholar of the 
highest order. 

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame  
honours Kenneth H Spencer as a 
practitioner, office holder and accounting 
standard-setter.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Ken Trotman as a researcher, 
author, mentor, and educator of the 
highest order. 

Louis  
GOLDBERG AO

Kenneth H  
SPENCER AM

Ken T  
TROTMAN AM

2011
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2010

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Elizabeth Alexander as a pioneer 
female practitioner, mentor, accounting 
and auditing standard-setter and 
regulator.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Philip Brown as an innovator, 
educator, mentor and scholar of the 
highest order.

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Ray Chambers as an educator, 
mentor, visionary, thinker and scholar of 
the highest order. 

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Sir Alex Fitzgerald as a pioneer, 
practitioner, administrator, author, editor, 
educator, scholar, thinker and leader of 
the accounting profession. 

Elizabeth A  
ALEXANDER AO

Philip R  
BROWN AM

Raymond J  
CHAMBERS AO

Sir Alexander 
FITZGERALD OBE



28 Australian Accounting Hall of Fame

2010

The Australian Accounting Hall of Fame 
honours Reg Gynther as an innovator, 
educator, standard-setter, scholar and 
thinker of the highest order.

Reginald S  
GYNTHER
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Contact Us: 
Centre for Accounting & Industry Partnerships

Directors: 
Associate Professor Brad Potter 
bnpotter@unimelb.edu.au 
+61 3 8344 4989 

Professor Stewart Leech 
saleech@unimelb.edu.au 
+61 3 8344 5314

Professor Kevin Stevenson 
kst@unimelb.edu.au 
+61 3 8344 8273

Australian Accounting Hall of Fame

Director:
Dr Phillip Cobbin 
pecobbin@unimelb.edu.au 
+61 3 8344 4039

Mailing address:

Centre for Accounting & Industry Partnerships, 
Department of Accounting
Faculty of Business and Economics 
Level 7, 198 Berkeley Street, Carlton 
The University of Melbourne 
Victoria 3010 Australia

Email: caip-info@unimelb.edu.au 
Web: fbe.unimelb.edu.au/accounting/caip


