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Thank you
From the Deans
We are delighted to welcome our guests to the thirteenth annual 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics Dinner,  
and we are honoured to once again host the Alumni of Distinction 
Awards 2023.

We recognise the support and generosity of table sponsors and 
donors over the past 13 years, as well as the invaluable contributions 
by our many volunteers. The Melbourne Foundation for Business 
and Economics supports the best and brightest students to access 
a University of Melbourne education. Your support enables our 
students to become leaders in their chosen professions and the 
community through the scholarships program. 

We acknowledge with gratitude the Lord Mayor of Melbourne 
Sally Capp and Ben Walsh for their service as Co-Chairs of the 
2023 Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics Dinner 
Committee. We extend that gratitude to the other members of the 
Dinner Committee, Dr Peter Yates AM, Christian Bennett and Alison 
Conn, and to the Chair of the Melbourne Foundation for Business and 
Economics, Tony Burgess. The University greatly values the expertise 
and contributions of our many volunteers, without which events like 
this would simply not be possible.

While we emerge from the pandemic, we very much hope you enjoy 
tonight’s Dinner, and share and celebrate the achievements of our 
students, our alumni and the business community.

Professor Paul Kofman 
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics  
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce

Professor Ian Harper AO 
Dean, Melbourne Business School 
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics
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Welcome to
THE MELBOURNE FOUNDATION FOR BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

2023 Annual Dinner
The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics was  
established by the Faculty of Business and Economics in partnership 
with its Business and Economics Advisory Board, and was launched  
with an inaugural dinner in Wilson Hall at the University of Melbourne on 
15 March 2011.

The Foundation’s purpose is to support the Faculty in our ambition 
to cement Melbourne as a global hub for business and economics 
education and research, and to strengthen our international standing 
and reputation for excellence.

Over the past 13 years, the Foundation has given bright minds a brilliant 
future by building a multimillion-dollar scholarship and bursary 
endowment for disadvantaged students. 

As a result of the generous support of the Foundation, many deserving 
students have obtained the best possible education notwithstanding 
their circumstances. 

We are delighted you are here at our Annual Dinner tonight in support of 
the Foundation. The need for the Foundation today is greater than ever, 
as the post pandemic cost of living challenges reinforce the barriers to 
disadvantaged students. 

Tonight the theme of the Dinner is Women in Business & Economics. The 
Faculty is embarking on a major initiative to create greater opportunity 
and encouragement for women to study business and economics and 
to embark on a career in business. It is critical to Australia’s continued 
advancement and prosperity that we attract all available talent into 
business, and develop that further, while removing the barriers which 
have led to a serious under representation of women in business 
leadership roles. 

This program will commence with engagement with female secondary 
school students (the sheCommerce program). 

We invite you to speak to Advancement staff here this evening to 
discuss how you can best support the Faculty and the Foundation in 
this important initiative.

Tony Burgess  
Chair, Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp 
and Ben Walsh 
Co-Chairs, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics
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Program

Exhibition viewing 
Alexander McQueen: Mind, Mythos, Muse

Pre-dinner drinks and canapés 

Welcome address and 
Acknowledgment of Country

Alison Conn
Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Entrée 
Hot smoked rainbow trout, nasturtiums, new season potatoes, 
short-pickled cucumbers (LG)(DF)

Vegetarian/dietary:  
Caramelised Onion and Quince tart, granola hemp seeds, 
baby leaves (VG)

Faculty update followed by 
Alumni of Distinction Awards 

Professor Paul Kofman
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce 

Alumni of Distinction Awards  
recipient address 

Joy Linton
Chief Financial Officer  
CSL Limited 
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Student address 

Samrawit Tadesse

Bachelor of Commerce

Main course (Alternatively served) 
Butter roasted truffled chicken breast, asparagus, lovage oil, 
charred leek emulsion (LG)

Slow cooked lamb saddle, salt herb crust, crispy oats, 
pea cream, rosemary jus (DF)

Vegetarian/dietary:  
Pan roast King Brown mushroom, spring pea cream, caramelised 
onion, pickled mushrooms (VG)(LG)

Introduction of keynote speaker

Jane Hansen AO
Chancellor  
The University of Melbourne

Keynote speaker

Jennifer Nason
Global Chairman, Investment Banking 
J.P. Morgan

Closing address 

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee 
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Shared Dessert 
Chocolate waffle basket, blood orange, dark chocolate mousse, 
marmalade (Contains nuts)

Lemon and elderflower curd tarts (V)

Raspberry Éclair (V)

Served with freshly brewed Coffee and T2 Teas

(VG) Vegan | (V) Vegetarian | (DF) Dairy Free | (LG) Low Gluten 
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Samrawit Tadesse
Bachelor of Commerce  
Di Pietro Family First in the Family Scholarship recipient

As an only child of immigrant parents, being the first in the family 
to attend university was a terrifying thought. However, the 
opportunities provided to me by the Di Pietro Family First in the 
Family Scholarship have allowed me to excel in various areas of my 
university life and for that I am thankful for their generosity. 

The scholarship allowed me to no longer dwell in the ‘what ifs’ and 
‘when wills’ that fogged my head as I began university. Stressful 
questions such as, ‘Can I afford my constant train, tram and bus 
tickets to university?’ and ‘Will I be able to perform just as greatly 
without the technology I desperately need?’ were answered as I was 
provided with the financial flexibility to purchase these necessities. 

As an only child with no relatives other than immediate family 
in Australia, I was convinced if I failed, no one would be there to 

help. But the community I gained through the Abernethy Scholars 
Program gave me plentiful networking opportunities with mentors, 
industry professionals and alumni which has led to long-lasting 
connections with people willing to guide me through my university 
journey. 

These opportunities further elevated my university experience by 
encouraging me to apply to university clubs, where I’ve now held 
multiple leadership positions and created lifelong memories. 

Upon graduation, I will pursue a career in management consulting 
or investment banking where I’ll be able to benefit from the many 
skills I’ve gained through club involvement and participating in case 
competitions. 

Tonight’s student speaker
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The Faculty of Business and Economics seeks to address the major 
questions of our time, while educating our students to become 
leaders of the future.

Through the Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics, 
philanthropy can help scholarship recipients to fulfil their potential, 
and researchers to address some of the major social, economic and 
environmental challenges of our time.

The Impact of Your Support 

Funds raised through table sales and donations 
this evening will go directly to scholarships, 
student support and research.
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Giving has so many benefits, for donors as well as recipients. Stories 
of scholarship recipients on the following pages are just some 
examples of the best and brightest scholars the Faculty of Business 
and Economics has to offer. Advancement staff are on hand to 
answer any questions you may have about supporting future leaders 
from all backgrounds through scholarships. 

We are particularly keen in 2023 to encourage female students to 
benefit from a transformative business education and obtain the 
best possible education notwithstanding their circumstances.

Scholarships
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We have all felt or are chasing the moment when we can relish in our 
hard work paying off – a sense of euphoria incomparable to anything 
else. I experienced this when receiving news I was a recipient of the 
Duncan and Jan Andrews Scholarship. I felt seen and recognised like 
never before. 

Being the eldest daughter in a first-generation immigrant family can 
be a strange experience. There is expectation you live life for your 
family. You accompany your parents to appointments and translate 
for them. You help sign forms and fill out applications. You bear the 
burden for younger siblings’ mistakes and care for the whole family. 
You are more aware of your parents’ sacrifices and when they cry 
because of all they have done, you hug them and say you will not let 
them down. Like many eldest daughters, I strived to not only fulfil 
expectations, but exceed them. 

The scholarship meant I had succeeded in the first step. I was 
financially self-sufficient and my family could depend on me. 

I didn’t know what to expect when starting university, but I’ve joined 
clubs, attended multiple events and met people who’ve lived lives 
and achieved goals I’ve only dreamed about. I’ve met like-minded 
strong girls and women as driven and ambitious as myself. 

I’ve been given such a rare and wonderful opportunity, so I want to 
come back and inspire young women to fight for their dreams amidst 
all hardships. 

Cindy Li
Bachelor of Commerce  
The Duncan and Jan Andrews First in the Family 
Scholarship recipient
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I am incredibly grateful to receive the Margaret Abernethy 
Scholarship for Leadership in Community Engagement. It has opened 
doors to exciting new opportunities, furthering my mission to create 
tangible impact in the community.

University has been a whirlwind and daunting at times. I began 
working as a volunteer tutor for students of Victorian schools 
underrepresented at the University. As I gained confidence, I 
expanded into volunteer consulting projects, including giving advice 
to an organisation that helps disadvantaged Australian women find 
full-time work. 

The scholarship gives me time to focus on community impact 
projects including as part of the sheCommerce (see page 17) 
steering committee. Meeting high-school girls who are interested in 
commerce was eye-opening. I was impressed at their understanding 
and curiosity, but I observed their lack of confidence to pursue 
commerce because it is known to be male dominated. This problem 
is driving low participation rates from female students and is 
something I and many other students are addressing in these 
initiatives.

As a woman in the Bachelor of Commerce, I’ve had amazing mentors 
and role models supporting me. I want to become the same role 
model and mentor for younger girls, reminding them of their 
immense potential, and helping them build the confidence and 
courage to tackle any degree or career.

I am currently working part-time as a Finance Strategy and 
Performance Consultant at KPMG Australia and will start a Juris 
Doctor at Melbourne Law School this year.

Christina Qian
Bachelor of Commerce  
The Margaret Abernethy Scholarship for Leadership in Community 
Engagement recipient
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As a rural student from Western Australia, the Bertalli Family 
Foundation and Melbourne Access scholarships have helped 
me to get settled after moving to Melbourne. I’m very grateful 
for the financial support to pursue my education and seek new 
opportunities at university.

Since moving I’ve had to adjust to being away from the support of 
family and friends. Covid-19 lockdowns were especially challenging 
with online classes, social-distancing and masks being new to me. 
Despite this unfamiliar environment, the scholarships boosted my 
confidence and motivation and I kept pushing ahead. This year I 
am thrilled to be back on campus and will connect with more of my 
peers through clubs and societies.

One of the biggest benefits of the scholarships has been the 
opportunity to connect with mentors and senior students. Through 
these connections I have learned from others who have years of 
experience in their respective industries and know what it’s like to 
walk in my shoes. I have even made new friends along the way.

Last year, I started a part-time job as a customer service specialist 
at the Commonwealth Bank and have met very knowledgeable and 
hardworking seniors who inspire me to keep learning and improving 
myself. Upon graduation, I will pursue a career in financial services or 
further education at a law school. 

Deedee Erdenebileg
Bachelor of Commerce  
Bertalli Family Foundation Scholarship recipient, 
Melbourne Access Scholarship recipient
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Research funded 
by philanthropy

Professor Rosemary Addis AM
Professor Rosemary Addis AM is a globally recognised director 
and strategist with a focus on scaling and transforming markets 
for impact. 

Her current work focuses on investment in impact to drive 
innovation and value creation, and the role of governance and 
stewardship for impact. Her industry work focuses on demystifying 
debates around Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) and 
impact, and advising boards navigating the changing relationship 
between organisations, markets, society and the environment. 

She has advised governments and multi-laterals, including UNDP 
and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), including leading global strategy for initial phases of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Impact initiative. She is a 
member of a World Bank Steering Group for Innovative Finance, and 
Non-Executive Director of Indigenous Business Australia. 

She has published research on a range of topics related to SDG, 
including: creative disruption with the goal of adding sustainable 
value; impact investment as a driver of positive impact at scale; and 
widening participation and deepening practice for impact investments. 
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Professor Lisa Cameron
Professor Lisa Cameron is an empirical micro-economist whose 
research focuses on social welfare in Southeast Asia, China and 
Australia. She uses econometrics, survey data, administrative 
data and experimental methods to research the welfare of 
disadvantaged and marginalised groups. 

Her past research topics include: the relationship between cash 
transfers and domestic violence; consequences of criminalising sex 
work; behavioural impacts of China’s one child policy; effectiveness 
of sanitation programs; consequences of child marriage; improving 
the welfare of international migrant workers; and, most recently, an 
evaluation of an online intervention designed to influence gender 
norms around women’s work. Her research on Australia includes an 
evaluation of the expansion of social housing and the determinants 
of wellbeing among Indigenous youth. 

She is the James Riady Chair of Asian Economics and Business in the 
Faculty of Business and Economics at the University of Melbourne 
and Program Director of the Disadvantage and Wellbeing in the Asia-
Pacific group at the Melbourne Institute.
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Associate Professor Laura Panza 
Associate Professor Laura Panza’s field of expertise is economic 
history with research that blends qualitative methods based on 
archival research with a quantitative approach. 

Her research is centred around: trade, globalisation, and de-
industrialisation in the nineteenth century; relationships between 
income inequality and conflict; causes and consequences of ethnic 
segregation and discrimination; and the relationship between 
historical inequality and living standards. Many of her research 
contributions focus on the economies of the Near East in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, specifically on the historical 
roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Other work addresses major 
themes in world economic history, including the role played by trade 
intensification between Europe and the Americas in the pacification 
of Europe during 1640-1900, and the role of early Christianity in the 
persecution of minorities in Europe (Jews, heretics) during 1100-1800. 

Her research has helped us understand Australian economic history 
during the early colonial period by measuring settlers’ living standards, 
and studying the relationship between growth and income inequality 
during the transition from convict to free labour markets.
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sheCommerce Program
sheCommerce was launched in 2022 to address the 
underrepresentation of women among the Bachelor of 
Commerce cohort. 

It is an immersive and academic enrichment program for Year 9-12 
high school students who identify as women or non-binary. Students 
are encouraged to apply if they are passionate about leadership and 
pursuing a career where they can impact change. In its first year, 
sheCommerce hosted almost 80 high-school students at two camps 
where they were introduced to commerce as a discipline. Activities 
were run to foster their curiosity and encourage them to consider 
tertiary study in commerce. 

The program will welcome larger cohorts over the next four years, 
and will include a work experience component and a mentoring 
program with female students who are studying the second or third 
year of the Bachelor of Commerce. 
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Ms Jennifer Nason is a Global 
Chairman of Investment Banking 
at J.P. Morgan in New York. She 
is a global leader in international 
business with almost 40 years of 
experience in high-level project 
management, acquisitions and 
investment banking. 

Ms Nason graduated from the 
University of Melbourne in 
1983 with a Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Commerce 

(Honours). She began her career at the Victorian Government as an 
infrastructure project analyst, working on the development of state 
projects, including the National Tennis Centre in Melbourne. 

She joined J.P. Morgan’s Melbourne office in 1986 and since then, 
over the span of 36-years at the firm, has worked in the Project 
Finance and Mergers & Acquisition (M&A) groups focused on the 
Natural Resources sector; in the Retail Investment Banking client 
coverage team as Group Head; and, for the last 23 years, leading the 
Technology, Media and Telecommunications global client practice, 
with a focus on strategic M&A, debt and equity financing. 

She also co-founded and chaired the Investment Banking Women’s 
Network at J.P. Morgan in the mid-1990s. 

Today as a Global Chairman of the Investment Banking practice, 
she sits on the Executive Committee of the Investment Bank and 
is responsible for many of the firm’s key investment banking 
relationships around the world. 

Over her career she has been involved in many key transactions 
including: IBM’s US$34 billion acquisition of Red Hat; Scripps 
Networks Interactive’s US$14.6 billion sale to Discovery 
Communications; 21st Century Fox’s £11.7 billion acquisition of Sky 
PLC; Verizon Communication’s acquisition of Vodafone’s US$130 
billion stake in Verizon Wireless; GE’s US$18.1 billion sale of NBCU 
to Comcast; Virgin Media’s US$23.3 billion sale to Liberty Global; 
Facebook’s US$16 billion IPO; Nokia’s US$15.6 billion acquisition of 
Alcatel-Lucent; Frontier Communication’s US$11 billion acquisition 
of wireline assets from Verizon; and Discovery’s US$43 billion 
acquisition of WarnerMedia from AT&T. 

Ms Nason is currently a director of Rio Tinto and member of the 
Partnership for New York City Innovation Council. She is a former 
Chairman and a Director of the American Australian Association. 

She lives in New York with her four children.

Keynote speaker
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2022
Paul Perreault
Chief Executive Officer and 
Managing Director 
CSL Limited 

2021 
Panel discussion
Ross McEwan CBE
Group Chief Executive Officer and  
Managing Director,  
National Australia Bank
Professor Sharon Lewin AO
Infectious Diseases Expert and Director, 
Doherty Institute
Moderated by 
The Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp

2020
Shemara Wikramanayake
Managing Director and  
Chief Executive Officer,  
Macquarie Group Limited

2019
Professor Duncan Maskell
Vice-Chancellor,  
University of Melbourne

2018
Sir Michael Hintze AM GCSG
Founder, Chief Executive and  
Senior Investment Officer, CQS

2017
Jayne Hrdlicka
Group Chief Executive Officer,  
Jetstar Airways Pty Limited

2016
John Fraser
Secretary to the Treasury

2015
James Gorman AO
Chairman and Chief Executive,  
Morgan Stanley

2014
Sam Walsh AO
Chief Executive, Rio Tinto

2013
Professor Glyn Davis AC
Vice-Chancellor,  
University of Melbourne

2012
Rod Sims AO
Chairman, ACCC

2011
Simon McKeon AO
Chair, CSIRO

Past Keynote Speakers*

*Role at the time of speech 
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The Faculty of Business and Economics 
Alumni of Distinction Awards

Alumni of Distinction Awards are presented 
annually at the Melbourne Foundation for Business 
and Economics Dinner. The Faculty of Business and 
Economics wishes to recognise alumni and friends 
who have achieved excellence in their chosen 
professions and who have made a considerable 
contribution to the Faculty, the University and their 
communities through their endeavours. 

Alumni and friends of this Faculty reflect our legacy, 
with more than 72,000 alumni around the world 
and many engaged supporters. The Alumni of 
Distinction Awards program raises awareness of our 
alumni, friends and supporters and honours their 
outstanding contribution to government, business, 
education and the non-profit sector.
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Rona Glynn-McDonald 
Bachelor of Commerce, 2017

Rising Star Award for Young Alumni Recipient 2023
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The Rising Star Award for Young Alumni is presented to an individual 
aged 35 and under who has demonstrated an outstanding level 
of professional achievement and community involvement since 
graduating from the University of Melbourne and/or recognition 
by colleagues and peers of outstanding leadership and impact as a 
global citizen, over a period of at least five years.

Ms Rona Glynn-McDonald is a Kaytetye woman who grew up in 
Mparntwe on Arrernte Country. With ties to storytelling, economics 
and narrative change, she works to shape future systems that centre 
First Nations people, knowledge and solutions. She is the founding 
CEO of Common Ground and co-founder of First Nations Futures.

After finishing high school in 2014, Ms Glynn-McDonald moved to 
undertake a Bachelor of Commerce at the University of Melbourne, 
majoring in economics and finance. 

She has since worked in policy at the Central Land Council, the 
Research Unit for Indigenous Languages at the University of Melbourne, 
Reconciliation Victoria, and the Foundation for Young Australians. 

She was previously Director of First Nations at YLab, a social 
enterprise that puts young people with diverse lived experiences 
at the centre of designing and developing innovative and impactful 
solutions to complex social issues. 

In 2020, she was a finalist for the Victorian Young Achiever awards 
and was awarded a Westpac Social Change Fellowship. In 2019 she 
was a recipient of The Diana Award and was named a ‘Woman of the 
Future’ by Women’s Weekly.

Ms Glynn-McDonald works as an advisor to companies and 
organisations across the not for profit, retail, sport and philanthropy 
sectors. Through her work across different sectors she is shaping 
futures grounded in First Nations knowledge, reciprocity and 
economic justice.

Rising Star Award for Young Alumni
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Tom Griffith
Bachelor of Commerce, 1986

Entrepreneurial Leadership Award Recipient 2023
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The Entrepreneurship Leadership Award is presented to an 
individual who has achieved significant and recognised impact in the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem over time.

Mr Tom Griffith is co-founder and Director of Emma & Tom’s. He 
has over 30 years of experience as a global leader in accounting, 
investment, acquisitions, and entrepreneurship. 

Mr Griffith graduated from the University of Melbourne in 1986 with 
a Bachelor of Commerce, majoring in economics and accounting. 
He joined Ernst & Young where he gained his chartered accounting 
qualification and a Graduate Diploma in Applied Finance and 
Investment, and his first experience as a manager. In 1993 he joined 
investment bank McIntosh Corporate (now Merrill Lynch) working in 
corporate finance and asset acquisitions. In 1996 Tom joined Mazars 
in London, consulting to French multinationals and advising the 
United Nations Security Council during the first Gulf War. 

In 2001, Mr Griffith joined London-based media start up Mongrel 
Worlds as the CFO. It was during leisure time on his way back to 
Australia, on the ski slopes of North America, that he first discovered 
whole fruit smoothies and began plans for a new business venture. 

In Australia he recruited Emma Welsh to assist him with the launch of 
the new premium fruit smoothie brand, Emma & Tom’s. The company 
now stocks over 8,000 Australian retail outlets with their range of 
fruit smoothies, kombucha and healthy snacks via a fleet of forty 
company-operated refrigerated vans. Emma and Tom’s is also sold in 
Southeast Asia and the Middle East.

Mr Griffith is a Non-Executive Director of Sydney based investment 
bank, Record Point, a NED of mining services and SaaS company 
Interlate and a keynote speaker with Saxton Speakers Group.

He is father to two teenage daughters and enjoys skiing, surfing, and 
running with them during his free time. 

Entrepreneurial Leadership Award
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Joy Linton
Bachelor of Commerce, 1986

Leadership Award Recipient 2023
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The Leadership Award recognises an individual who has achieved 
significant and recognised impact in business, government or the 
non-profit sector through leadership in career to date.

Ms Joy Linton is a global finance leader with extensive experience 
and a demonstrated track record of success as a global Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), with more than 30 years of experience in 
complex, highly regulated businesses across healthcare and other 
industries. 

Ms Linton is CFO of global biotech CSL Limited. She leads the 
Global Finance organisation, including the CSL Behring, CSL Vifor 
and CSL Seqirus businesses, and its accompanying strategy. She 
is responsible for managing the financial aspects of CSL’s global 
strategy and serves as the company’s chief financial steward. 
Her accountabilities include financial planning, reporting, capital 
management, tax, treasury, and investor relations.

Previously, Ms Linton served as CFO and Executive Director at global 
health insurance company Bupa and earlier as the General Manager 
of Health Services for Bupa UK. Prior to joining Bupa, she was CFO 
of National Foods, one of Australia’s largest food and beverage 
companies. She was also a Non-Executive Director of Bega Cheese 
Ltd, an ASX-200 listed company.

Ms Linton earned a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the 
University of Melbourne in 1986. She is a fellow of the Financial 
Services Institute of Australasia and a graduate member of the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Leadership Award
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Ross Adler AC
Bachelor of Commerce, 1966

Outstanding Achievement Award Recipient 2023
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The Outstanding Achievement Award is given to an individual who 
has achieved long-term, sustained and outstanding achievement and 
leadership in business, government or the non-profit sector.

Mr Ross Adler is a distinguished businessman with a long career in 
international trade, and a significant contributor to the arts 
and education.

He graduated from the University of Melbourne with a Bachelor of 
Commerce in 1966 and obtained a Master of Business Administration 
from Columbia University in 1969. 

He began his career in international trade at Brown and Dureau Ltd, 
which he later ran and sold to Australian Paper Manufacturers (APM, 
now Amcor), becoming Deputy Managing Director of APM in 1982. 
In 1984 Ross was appointed Managing Director and CEO of Santos, a 
position he held until 2000.

Mr Adler has held numerous directorships with major Australian 
corporations, including Director of the Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia, Director of Telstra Corporation, Chairman of the Australian 
Trade Commission, and Chairman of Domino’s Pizza Enterprises. He 
is currently Chairman of Amtrade International. 

He is a longstanding contributor to the arts and education. In the 
arts he has served in a number of roles including Chairman of the Art 
Gallery of South Australia, Chairman of the Adelaide Arts Festival, 
and currently as a Board member of the National Portrait Gallery 
of Australia Foundation. In education, he served as member of 
Council, Chair of the Finance Committee and Deputy Chancellor 
of the University of Adelaide and was honoured as a Doctor of 
the University in 2011. He served Melbourne Grammar School for 
many years as President of the Foundation, Chair of the Finance 
Committee and Deputy Chair of the Council.

Mr Adler became an Officer of the Order of Australia in 1999, received 
a Centenary Medal in 2001 and was awarded the Companion of the 
Order of Australia in 2007.

Outstanding Achievement Award
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Table number list

AIA Australia  38

Allens  44

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited 29

BGH Capital 10

BHP  24

Carsales.com Limited 50

Cooper Investors Pty Ltd  5

CSL Limited  36

Downer 4

Duncan Andrews/ Bill Conn OAM 46

EY 47

Faculty of Business and Economics  7

Faculty of Business and Economics  12

Faculty of Business and Economics  35

Flagstaff Partners  34

Frais Capital 3

Gandel Group  19

Gilbert + Tobin  6

Goldman Sachs  9

Grant Samuel  18

Hansen Little Foundation 37

Herbert Smith Freehills  14

Incitec Pivot Ltd 48

J.P. Morgan 27

JANA 1

Jennifer Nason 33

John Connolly & Partners  42

King & Wood Mallesons  15
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Lendlease  2

Lippo Group  31

Macquarie Group Limited  32

Maritana Partners 13

MECCA  30

Melbourne Business School  40

Munro Partners 8

National Australia Bank 17

Rio Tinto 28

River Capital Pty Ltd  39

Scanlon Capital  43

Statewide Property Advocacy   20 

Tanarra Group 41

The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics  25

The Treasury 45

The University of Melbourne  26

Transurban 11

Victorian Funds Management Corporation  49

Virgin Australia 16

Westpac  21

Woolworths Group 23
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Guest List

 
Table 16 
Joe Fayyad  
Dan Janes  
Mark Warburton  
Jonathan Denby  
Cassandra Gregory  
Kai Liu  
Ben Muscat  
Yannick Vette  
Lucy Jacobsen  

AIA Australia 
Table 38
Michael Chernov, AIA Australia
Marianne Hutchinson, AIA Australia
Karen Tipping, AIA Australia
Adeline Goh, AIA Australia
Andrew Barker, AIA Australia
Tony Ng, AIA Australia
Alison McLean, AIA Australia 
Nghiep Luu, AIA Australia 
Alison Murray, AIA Australia 
Tayla Albert, Student representative 
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Allens 
Table 44
Mark Malinas, Allens
Emin Altiparmak, Allens
Jessica Choong, Allens
Michelle Anglin, Reece Limited
Janelle Cain, EBOS Group Limited
Gillian Denison, Future Fund
Chantal Jabbour, ISPT Pty Ltd
Sid Khotkar, PAG
Simon Lewin, Vocus Group Limited

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group Limited
Table 29
Mark Whelan, ANZ 
Tammy Medard, ANZ 
Elisa Clements, ANZ 
Lana Mitchell, ANZ 
James Brown, ANZ 
Jessica Iacobucci, ANZ 
Kate Hathaway, ANZ 
Monica Bartolo, ANZ 
Simon Arduca, ANZ
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Guest List

BGH Capital
Table 10
Simon Harle, BGH Capital
Stephanie Charles, BGH Capital
Melinda Chaponnel, BGH Capital
Oliver Bowler, BGH Capital
Steve Scordilis, BGH Capital
Jason Perri, BGH Capital
Hannah Warnaar, BGH Capital
Harrison Fenton,BGH Capital
Tom Szoka, BGH Capital
So Young Park, BGH Capital

BHP
Table 24
David Lamont, BHP
Emma Stone, BHP
Jodie Shortis, BHP
Premila Roe, BHP
Megan Wilson, Ernst & Young
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Carsales.com Limited
Table 50
Cameron McIntyre, carsales.com Ltd
Jo Allan, carsales.com Ltd
William Elliott, carsales.com Ltd
Nicole Birman, carsales.com Ltd
Stephen Wong, carsales.com Ltd
Jason Blackman, carsales.com Ltd
Mark Cripsey, carsales.com Ltd
Kee Wong, E-Centric Innovations Pty Ltd, carsales.com Ltd

Cooper Investors Pty Ltd 
Table 5

CSL Limited 
Table 36
Bernadette Murdoch, CSL Limited
Ken Lim, CSL Limited
Aoife Deane, CSL Limited
James McDonnell, CSL Limited
Fiona Mead, CSL Limited
Ryan Hansen, CSL Limited
Dani Dowell, CSL Limited
John Levy, CSL Limited
Amy Demediuk, CSL Limited
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Guest List

Downer
Table 4
Liz Curran, Downer
Paul Crowe, Plenary Group
Jamie Boulton, Downer
Mhairi Donohoe, Downer
Andrea Fischer, The Doherty Institute
Paul Axup, The University of Melbourne
Harley Oaten, Downer
Jesse Brooke, Planum Partners
Jannie Krall Johnsen, 3XN Australia
Nicholas Reece, The University of Melbourne

Duncan Andrews/ Bill Conn OAM
Table 46
Bill Conn OAM  
Jan Armstrong-Conn OAM  
Ashley Conn   
Dylan Reiseger    
Duncan Andrews   
Jan Andrews   
Liz Hall-Johnston   
Cam Andrews   
Cindy Li, Student representative
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EY
Table 47
David Larocca, Ernst & Young
Rodney Piltz, Ernst & Young
Kate Spargo
Julia Langdon, Ernst & Young
Amy Azzopardi, Australian Football League
Jo Barker, Ernst & Young
Melinda Liu, Student representative

Faculty of Business and Economics 
Table 7
Professor Paul Jensen, Faculty of Business and Economics
Allan Myers AC KC 
The Hon John Brumby AO, Business and Economics Board
Professor Rosemary Addis AM, Faculty of Business and Economics
Professor Lisa Cameron, Faculty of Business and Economics
Jonathan Cosgrove, The University of Melbourne
Alison Kitchen, KPMG Australia
Mardi Andrew 
Monique Andrew
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Guest List

Faculty of Business and Economics 
Table 12
Diana Dalton, Faculty of Business and Economics
Associate Professor Matthew Greenwood-Nimmo, 
Faculty of Business and Economics
Associate Professor Michelle Evans, 
Faculty of Business and Economics
Wynand Bezuidenhout, Faculty of Business and Economics
Kim Brockett, The University of Melbourne
Phyllis Vellu, Faculty of Business and Economics
Kate Stewart, Business and Economics Alumni Council
Tom Griffith, 2023 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Rona Glynn-McDonald, 2023 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Tony Armstrong 

Faculty of Business and Economics 
Table 35
Julia White, The University of Melbourne
Matthew Wilson, Business and Economics Alumni Council
Joy Linton, 2023 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Warren Linton
Ross Adler AC, 2023 Alumni of Distinction Award Recipient
Fiona Adler 
Jonathan Adler
Kosha Gada
Ritu David, Business and Economics Alumni Council
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Flagstaff Partners 
Table 34
Charles Goode AC, Flagstaff Partners
Tony Burgess, Flagstaff Partners
Viv Petroff, Flagstaff Partners
Nicholas Bordignon, Flagstaff Partners
Kylie Bundrock, ANZ Banking Group Limited
Merran Kelsall AO, CPA
Damon Kitney, The Australian
Elana Rubin AM, Telstra
Anne Ward, The Star Entertainment Group

Frais Capital
Table 3
Siobhan Blewitt, Frais Capital
Rob Dalton
Margot Foster AM, The Boardroom School
Tania Seary, Procurious
Annette Kimmitt AM, 
Victorian Gambling and Casino Control Commission
Dr Chantel Thornton, Specialist Breast Cancer Surgery
Dr Les Coleman, The University of Melbourne
Genevieve Overell AM
Ingela Latter 
Gerard Satur, MST Financial
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Guest List

Gandel Group 
Table 19
John Gandel AC, Gandel Group 
Dion Werbeloff, Gandel Group 
Peter Pagonis, Gandel Group 
Mark Monagle, Gandel Group 
Fiona Crockett, Gandel Group 
Barry Goldman, Gandel Group 
Paul Krakauer, Gandel Group 
Struan Cheng, Gandel Group 
David Fontanini, Gandel Group

Gilbert + Tobin
Table 6
Danny Gilbert AM, Gilbert + Tobin
Janet Whiting AM, Gilbert + Tobin
Craig Semple, Gilbert + Tobin
Takashi Horie, Mitsubishi Australia Ltd
Helen Silver AO, PEXA Group Limited
Duncan Murray, Besen Pty Ltd
Simon Phemister PSM
Justin Arter, Cbus Super
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Goldman Sachs 
Table 9
Lucas Godfrey, Goldman Sachs

Emma Howat, Goldman Sachs

Will Fitzpatrick, Goldman Sachs

Theo Josseff, Goldman Sachs

Angela Ng, Goldman Sachs

Padraig Donnelly, Uniti Group

Anup Jois, Transurban

Stephanie Martin, REA Group

Grant Samuel 
Table 18
Craig Chipperfield, Grant Samuel
Stephen Cooper, Grant Samuel
Peter King, Grant Samuel
Matt Earle, Car Sales
William Bajraszewski, Livingbridge
Pei Han, Grant Samuel
Harriet Lambert, Morgan Stanley (MSIP)
Serafina Fong, Grant Samuel
Alexandra Ioannou, Grant Samuel
Deedee Erdenebileg, Student representative
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Guest List

Hansen Little Foundation
Table  37
Paul Little AO, Little Group
Kathryn Fagg AO
Ashok Jacob, Ellerston Capital
Gerard Dalbosco
Christine Christian AO
Tony Johnson
Martin Hosking
Lt Gen Rick Burr AO DSC MVO
Paul Dwyer, PSC Insurance
Dr Helen Szoke AO

Herbert Smith Freehills  
Table 14
Rodd Levy, Herbert Smith Freehills 
Priscilla Bryans, Herbert Smith Freehills
Michael Ziegelaar, Herbert Smith Freehills
Kam Jamshidi, Herbert Smith Freehills
Carmel Mulhern, Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Damien Coleman, Xero Limited
Damien Gance, Chemist Warehouse
Will Duffy, Treasury Wine Estates
Ainsley Reid-Willett, BHP
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Incitec Pivot Ltd
Table 48
Jeanne Johns, Incitec Pivot Limited
Tonianne Dwyer, Incitec Pivot Limited
Bruce Brook, Incitec Pivot Limited
Will Heath, King & Wood Mallesons
Kate Inverarity, Nightingale Advisors
Stephenie de Nichilo, Incitec Pivot Limited
Rob Mill, Incitec Pivot Limited
Matthew Flugge, Incitec Pivot Limited

J.P. Morgan
Table 27
Rob Priestly, J.P. Morgan
Seth Schwartz, J.P. Morgan
Annabelle Mooney, J.P. Morgan
Paul Randall, J.P. Morgan
Kim Kerr, Orica
Delpine Cassidy, Orica
Dee McGrath, Link Group
Lynda Cheng, Visy Group

Christina Qian, Student representative

JANA
Table 1
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Guest List

Jennifer Nason
Table 33
Helen Nason
Les Butler  
Eleanor Lipe  

John Connolly & Partners 
Table 42
John Connolly, John Connolly & Partners
Louise Hall, John Connolly & Partners
John Durie, The Australian
John Gillam, NuFarm, CSR, Bluefit
Sharon Beaumont, 7-Eleven
Jane McAloon, Energy Australia, BlueScope Steel, Allianz
Darlene Winston, ISS Facility Services
Penny Fowler, Herald & Weekly Times
Philippe Etienne, Aristocrat Leisure, 
Cleanaway, Lynas Corporation, QUANTEM
Peter Hay, Melbourne Airport
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King & Wood Mallesons 
Table 15
David Friedlander, King & Wood Mallesons
Diana Nicholson, King & Wood Mallesons
Nicola Charlston, King & Wood Mallesons
Robert Kelly, King & Wood Mallesons
Jim Vais, Goldman Sachs
Adam Clark, CBA

Lendlease 
Table 2
Tony Lombardo, Lendlease
Dale Connor, Lendlease
Michael Ullmer AO, Lendlease
Brian Herlihy, Lendlease
Ben Brown, Lendlease
Tessie Vanderwert, Lendlease
Alicia Davidge, Lendlease
Melinda Stewart, Lendlease
Lisa Gordon, Lendlease
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Guest List

Lippo Group 
Table 31
Dr James Tjahaja Riady, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation
Aileen Hambali, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation
Rizqa Putri, Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute, Central Clinical 
School, Monash University
Murli Thadani
Padma Thadani
Budi Setiawan
Maria Lusiana

Macquarie Group Limited 
Table 32
Robin Bishop, BGH Capital Pty Ltd
Paul Rayner, Treasury Wine Estates Ltd
Michelle Jablko, Transurban Group Ltd
Ashley Barker, IFM Investors Pty Ltd
Hugh Falcon, Macquarie Capital (Australia) Limited
Tim Joyce, Macquarie Capital (Australia) Limited
David Mustow, Macquarie Capital (Australia) Limited
Russell Keating, Macquarie Capital (Australia) Limited
Jeanette Royce, Macquarie Capital (Australia) Limited
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Maritana Partners
Table 13
Dean Ireland, Maritana Partners
Katie Sumpton, Maritana Partners
Charlie Elias, Coles
Robert de Vos, Arena REIT
Rosemary Hartnett, ISPT
Anna Young, Wesfarmers
Alice Morrison, PEXA
Chris Lynch, Westpac

MECCA
Table 30
Pete Wetenhall, Mecca

Greg Sutherland, ByMany

Dr Helen Frazer, St Vincent’s Hospital 

Naomi Milgrom AC, Sussan Group

James Douglas, CoAct

Kylie Whatson Wheeler, Disney

Mark Wheeler, Sandringham Dragons, AFL

Michael Gannon, Cremorne Group

Helen Gannon
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Guest List

Melbourne Business School  
Table 40
Professor Caron Beaton-Wells, Melbourne Business School
Abi Cleland, Coles, CPU, Orora
Professor Flora Kuang, The University of Melbourne
Jackie Robb, Chemist Warehouse 
Magnus Gittins, Melbourne Business School
Claire Rogers, OHO
Steve Berridge, Melbourne Business School
Tava Olsen, Melbourne Business School
Ross Barker, Melbourne Business School

Munro Partners
Table 8

National Australia Bank
Table 17
Ross McEwan CBE, NAB 

David Gall, NAB 

Steven Skala AO, Deutsche Bank 

Shlomo Werdiger, Juilliard Group

Jack Gance, Chemist Warehouse Group 

Carol Schwartz AO, Trawalla Group 

Joe Katz, Madgwicks Lawyers 

Alison Mirams, Roberts Co 

Cathy Scalzo, Scalzo Family Office
Madison Chong, Student representative
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Rio Tinto
Table 28
Kellie Parker, Rio Tinto 

Melinda Buckland, Rio Tinto 

Adam Lees, Rio Tinto 

Leigh Clifford AC

Simon McKeon AO, Monash University 

Richard Spurio, Allens

River Capital  
Table 39
Suzi Carp AO, River Capital

Amanda Coombs, River Capital

Barry Carp, River Capital

Jim Craig, River Capital

Josh Ludski, River Capital

Catherine Brenner, Scentre Group

Angela Rutherford, Mutual Trust

Sylvia Falzon, Suncorp Group Limited
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Guest List

Scanlon Capital  
Table 43
Brady Scanlon

Alex Scanlon

Jack Scanlon

Stephen Macaw

Megan Macaw

Samuel Macaw

David Morris

Melinda Morris

Paul Hameister OAM

Georgie Browne

Statewide Property Advocacy 
Table 20
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor Sally Capp, City of Melbourne

Andrew Sutherland, Statewide Property Advocacy 

Dr Andrew Cattermole AM RFD

Lyndsey Cattermole AM 

Deborah Beale AM, Melbourne Convention Bureau

Chris Jackson, Accurate Financial

Katie Hudson, Yarra Capital Management

Caroline Ralphsmith, PayPal Melbourne Fashion Festival

John Hudson, ANZ Banking Group
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Tanarra Group 
Table 41
John Wylie AC, Tanarra

Mathew Cleeve, Crestone

Dr Andrew McLean, Tin Alley Ventures

Roger Harley, Tanarra

Sonya Sawtell-Rickson, Hesta

Sue Lloyd-Hurwitz

Haneke Manoharan, Tanarra

Marina Kelman, Goldman Sachs

The Melbourne Foundation 
for Business and Economics 
Table 25
Professor Paul Kofman, Faculty of Business and Economics

Professor Ian Harper AO, Melbourne Business School

Dr Peter Yates AM, Business and Economics Board

Alison Conn, Business and Economics Board

Ben Walsh, Business and Economics Board

Jennifer Nason, J.P. Morgan

Dr John Leaper OAM, TLC Aged Care Support Centre

Jenny Leaper OAM, TLC Aged Care Support Centre

Samrawit Tadesse, Student representative
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Guest List

The Treasury 
Table 45
Tania Mattei, Takeovers Panel, The Treasury

Sally Etherington, The Treasury

Melanie Gilbert, Takeovers Panel, The Treasury

Tess Farrelly, The Treasury

Aylin Karatutuk, The Treasury

Wendy Hu, The Treasury

Isabel Mackellar, The Treasury

Lily Zhao, The Treasury

Rachael Kay, The Treasury

The University of Melbourne   
Table 26
Jane Hansen AO, The University of Melbourne

Professor Duncan Maskell, The University of Melbourne

Dr Sarah Maskell

Professor Jim McCluskey AO, The University of Melbourne

Nick Blinco, The University of Melbourne

Peter Griffin AM 

Terry Swann 

Professor Allan Fels AO 

Paul Conroy, The Ian Potter Foundation
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Transurban
Table 11
Craig Drummond, Transurban

Bernadette Drummond, Transurban

Scott Charlton, Transurban

Henry Byrne, Transurban

Suzette Corr, Transurban

Simon Moorfield, Transurban

Sue Johnson, Transurban

Tom McKay, Transurban

Zoe Taylor, Transurban

Victorian Funds 
Management Corporation  
Table 49
James MacKenzie, Victorian Funds Management Corporation 

Sarah Dunn, Victorian Funds Management Corporation 

Lucy Carr, Victorian Funds Management Corporation 

Wayne Kenafacke, VMIA

Flavia Gobbo, WorkSafe Victoria

Pam Rebecca, ESSSuper 

Nadia Coppe, TAC

Doug Kearsley, WorkSafe Victoria, ESSSuper 

Robbie Campo, ESSSuper
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Guest List

Virgin Australia
Table 16
Jayne Hrdlicka, Virgin Australia

David Marr, Virgin Australia

Christian Bennett, Virgin Australia

Katelyn Bonato, PwC

Maria Fernandez PSM, Boeing Australia, New Zealand and South 
Pacific

Lorie Argus, Melbourne Airport

Heidi Hauf, Boeing Australia

Senator the Hon Jane Hume, Federal Parliament

Westpac  
Table 21
Karen Kong, Westpac

Paul Goessler, Westpac

Jane Chesson, Westpac

Alison Tam, Westpac

Caroline Gawne, Westpac

Armando Scenna, Thompson Geer

May Thian, Hanisys Consulting

Kate Robinson, Savilles

Alfred Sung

Lorraine Sung

Woolworths Group 
Table 23

Information correct as at 23 February 2023



The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics 2023 Annual Dinner 57



58 The Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics 2023 Annual Dinner

Dr Peter Yates AM
Chair, Business and Economics Board  
Chair, AIA Australia Limited  
Chair, The Royal Institution of Australia

Tony Burgess
Chairman, Flagstaff Partners  
Chair, Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

The Hon Sally Capp
Lord Mayor, City of Melbourne 
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee  
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Ben Walsh
Co-Chair, Dinner Committee  
Melbourne Foundation for Business and Economics

Professor Paul Kofman
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics 
Sidney Myer Chair of Commerce

Professor Ian Harper AO
Dean, Melbourne Business School  
Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics

Ross Barker
Chairman, Melbourne Business School

Professor Caron Beaton-Wells
Dean, Internal, Melbourne Business School

Christian Bennett
Chief Corporate Affairs and Sustainability Officer, Virgin Australia 

The Hon John Brumby AO
Melbourne Enterprise Professor, Faculty of Business and Economics

Alison Conn
Chief Operating Officer, Vamp

Professor Peter Gahan
Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning, Faculty of Business and 
Economics 

The Melbourne Foundation for  
Business and Economics Board
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Gloria Goh
Director, Malaysia Deposit Insurance Corporation

Professor David Harris
Head of Department, Professor of Econometrics

Professor Paul Jensen
Deputy Dean, Faculty of Business and Economics

Rupert Myer AO
President, The Myer Foundation

Dr James Riady
Chief Executive Officer, Lippo Group of Companies 
Chairman, Pelita Harapan Educational Foundation

Naomi Simson
Co-Founder, Big Red Group 
Founder, RedBalloon

Kate Stewart 
Chair, Business and Economics Alumni Council 
Director, FareShare

Frank Zipfinger
Deputy-Chairman, Melbourne Business School
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The University of Melbourne acknowledges and pays 
respect to the Traditional Owners of the lands upon 
which our campuses are situated; the Wurundjeri 
and Boon Wurrung peoples (Parkville, Southbank, 
Werribee and Burnley campuses); the Yorta Yorta 
Nation (Shepparton and Dookie campuses); and the Dja 
Dja Wurrung people (Creswick campus). We recognise 
the unique place held by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as the original custodians of the lands 
and waterways across the Australian continent with 
histories of continuous connection dating back more 
than 60,000 years. We also acknowledge and respect 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, staff, 
Elders and collaborators, and all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples who visit our campuses from 
across Australia. 
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Contact us for further information and expressions of interest

Julia White
Advancement (Business Partner), 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences

+61 418 306 628

julia.white1@unimelb.edu.au

Program Booklet Melbourne Foundation 
for Business and Economics 
Annual Dinner


